Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Uf. //i^/ 



r 



T-^ 




Uf. //i^/ 




EDWIN AND EMMA 



LONDON : 
VRIITTBD BT &OBBOBI, IiSTBT, kXB VmAMKLtH. 

OiCAt New Street, Fetter Lene. 



^iiip wiiea 
hooi 



» . . 






Bll» 



ft?- i» 
h 'I 



THE BALLAD 



OP 



EDWIN AND EMMA. 



BY DAVID MALLET. 



WITH NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 



BY 



FREDERICK T. DINSDALE, Esq. LL.D. F.S.A. 



" And some have died for love."— Arm stbono. 

I . < "^ ,-r i .» >■ i 






LONDON: ^^- T. a V 

GEORGE BELL, FLEET STREET. "^ 

MATTHEW BELL, T. AND A. BOWMAN, BIOHMOND ; 
JOHN ATKINSON, BABNABD OASTLE. 



HDCCCXLIX. 




PREFACE. 



The beautiful and affecting ballad of Edwin and 
Emma has been long generally known, and has- 
doubtless been read and admired by thousands who 
were altogether unconscious that it was founded on 
fact, and that the poet had drawn his materials 
from the mournful history of two faithful but ill- 
starred lovers, whose mutual attachment gave rise 
not only to the ballad of Edwin and Emma, but also 
to two other poetical compositions, which wiU be 
found in the Appendix to this yolume. 

The village of Bowes, in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, was the native place and the real scene 
of the hapless loves of Roger Wrightson and Martha 
Railton. 

The story will be learnt from the following letter, 
and more in detail from ''The Extract of a Letter 
from the Curate of Bowes," and the preface to " The 
Bowes Tragedy."* 

* See pp. 19, 109. 



Tl PREFACE. 

Mk. Urbak, Rumfoid, Feb. 22. 

Mr. Thomas Cooke in his enumeration of, and cri- 
tical remarks on, the works of D. Mallet (particularised in 
your last volume, p. 1181), takes no notice of that beautiful 
poem entitled Edwin and Etntna, which I always supposed 
was written by Mallet. I presume it will not be disagreeable 
to your readers to be acquainted that that piece (though 
adorned with the ornaments of the Muse, and believed by 
many to have originated in the mere effusions of a poetic 
brain) relates pretty accurately the death of two unfortunate 
cottagers. A knowledge of some particular incidents relative 
thereto enables me to communicate to you an account, to 
which we see few parallels* in these days. At Bowes, in 

* Two similar instances may be here mentioned. ** The ballad of An-' 
drew Lammie is said to be founded on real circumstances : the daughter 
of the Miller of Tifty, near Fyvie, in Aberdeenshire, fell in love with the 
trumpeter • of the Laird of Fyvie, and being prevented tram, marrying 
him by her father, who esteemed the match beneath his dignity, died in 
consequence of a broken heart. Both parties are said to have been 
remarkable for good looks. Annie's death, according to her gravestone 
in Fyvie churchyard, took place in 1631. Andrew, however, did not die 
as related in the ballad."— CAam&er*' Scottish Ballads, p. 137. 

There is a circumstance in the life of Michael Johnson (the father of 
Dr. Johnson) somewhat romantic, but well authenticated: "A yoxmg 
woman of Leek, in StajBTordshire, while he served his apprenticeship 
there, conceived a violent passion for him ; and though it met with no 
favourable return, followed him to Lichfield, where she took lodgings 
opposite to the house in which he lived, and indulged her hopeless 
flame. When he was informed that it so preyed upon her mind that her 
life was in danger, he, with a generous humanity, went to her, and 
offered to marry her ; but it was then too late : her vital power was ex- 
hausted ; and she actually exhibited one of the very rare instances of 
dying for love." — BoswelVs Life of Johnson, 10 vols. London, 1835, 
vol. i. pp. 31, 313. Gentleman's Magazine, vol. Iv. p. 100. 
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PREFACE. TU 

Yorkshire, a dreary village on the edge of Stanmore, this 
young pair lived secluded from the gay scenes of the world : 
they were happy ! for their happiness was centred in each 
other. Her sister was alive within these few years, and used 
frequently to relate to her young inquiring neighbours, with 
a kind of gloomy pleasure, every circumstance respecting the 
death of Edwin and Emma, These two early victims of love 
were both interred in Bowes churchyard, in one grave, over 
which no stone or brass is laid to commemorate their remark- 
able passion for each other. Their names are recorded in the 
parish r^;ister, with the particulars. Though they moved in 
a humble sphere, a bard arose and handed them to posterity, 
to be read when their real names and resting-place shall have 
long been forgot. It was once in agitation to have erected a 
monument to their memory by private subscription, but why 
not executed I know not, probably prevented by some cha- 
racters similar to 

" The father too a sordid man, 
Who love nor pity knew, 
Was all unfeeling as the clod, 
From whence his riches grew." 

10 of Edwin and Emma. 

The author of a publication, entitled A Week at a Cottage, 
has given us an account of their lives in his work, but with a 
poetica licentia has wandered so &r into the regions of fancy, 
and varnished his narrative with so high a colouring, that 
he leads into labyrinths rather than elucidates the story. 

Youis, &c. 

T. C* 

* Gentleman's Magazine, vol. Ixii. part i. p. 100. a.d. 1792, Feb. 
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The Curate's Letter alone appears to have sup- 
plied the incidents introduced by Mallet» no allusion 
being made to the more minute circumstances de- 
tailed in " The Bowes Tragedy/* 

My acquaintance with the tragic story origina- 
ted during a residence, upwards of two years, as a 
pupil of the Bey. Richard Wilson, the Incumbent 
of Bowes. The tie which once associated me more 
immediately with the place has long been seyered ; 
but time has not abated the interest which was ex- 
cited in boyhood, and an occasional yisit to that 
wild and picturesque district eyen now imparts a 
peculiar pleasure, for stiU 

^ Enthusiast fancy leans 
On the attendant legend of the scenes/* 

My aim in this edition of Edwin and Emma has 
been to collect all that could be found illustratiye 
of the ballad ; and when it is remembered that the 
condition of early parish registers is for the most 
part yery imperfect, and that so long an interyal 
has elapsed, it will not be a matter of surprise that I 
haye had considerable difficulty in making out the 
pedigrees of the Bailton and Wrightson families, or 
obtaining any particulars relating to them. 

I can hardly yenture to hope that this Httle 
yolume will possess more than a yery limited and 
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circumscribed interest. It might have been more 
worthy of general notice^ if I had been afforded 
greater leisure ; but of late my hora subseciva have 
been but few. 

London, February 10, 1849. 
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DAVID MALLET. 



David Mallet was bom about the year 1700, at 
Crieff,^ in Perthshire; at which place his father 

» " Jan. 14, 1797. 
" Mr, U&ban, — In an excursion which I made last au- 
tumn to visit the place of my nativity, I had an opportunity 
of ascertaining the parentage of the poet Mallet. His father, 
whose name was James Malloch, kept an alehouse in Crieff, 
a handsome little village in the county of Perth, and about 
fifty-six miles north from Edinburgh. Here Mallet was bom. 
During the rebellion in 1715 the village of Crieff was burnt by 
the Highland army, on account of the attachment of its in- 
habitants to the royal cause. The house of James Malloch 
shared the same fate with the rest of the village. Some years 
ago, the descendants of the sufferers received from Government 
a sum equivalent to a certain proportion of the loss which had 
been sustained. The proportion which fell to James Mal- 
loch's heirs y9as about 24/. sterling. This sum, I believe, was 
never claimed by any of Mallet's children. — Crefensis.'* 

(Crent,^a Mag, vol. Ixvii. p. 8.) 
B 



4 MEMOIR OF DAVID MALLET. 

kept a small inn. He received some part of his early 
education at Aberdeen College. In 1720 he resided 
in the family of Mr. Home, of Dreghome^ near Edin- 
burgh, as tutor, though without a fixed salary, to his 
children ; and prosecuted his studies at the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh. In 1723 he became tutor to the 
sons of the Duke of Montrose, with a salary of 30/. 
per annum. In August of the same year he went 
to London with the duke's family.^ His inimitable 
ballad of '' William and Margaret" was printed in 
Hill's Plain Dealer, No. 36, July 14, 1724. This 
ballad, written at so early an age, gave high hopes 
of ultimate excellence. All critics have united in 
considering " William and Margaret" one of the 
finest compositions of the kind in our language. 
Sir Walter Scott ^ conceived that Mallet had imitated 
an old Scottish tale to be found in Allen Ramsay's 
Tea-Table Miscellany, beginning, 

'^ There came a ghost to Maigaret^s door.*' 
Mallet confessed (in a note to his ballad) only to 

' See Allan Ramsay's '' Stanzas to Mr. David Malloch on 
his leaving Scotland for England.** 

' See Percy's Reliques (3 vols., London, 1844), vol. iii. pp. 
270 and 119. The Hive^ vol. L p. 169, a.d. 1724. Ibid,, vol. 
iii. p. 157, A.D. 1725. The Friends, voL i., London, 1773, 
2 vols. MarveWs Works (3 vols. 1776), see Preface. 
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the following verse in Fletcher's " Knight of the 
burning Pestle :" . 

" When it was grown to dark midnight. 
And all were fast asleep. 
In came Margaret ^s grimly ghost, 
And stood at William's feet." 

In a letter from Mallet to Mr. Ker, dated Shaw- 
ford, September 15, 1724, we find the following 
postscript : 



^ F.S. My cousin, Mr. Patton, would have me write my 
name ' Mallet ;' for there is not one Englishman that can 
pronounce it." 

The first time that the name of Mallet is met 
with is in 1726, in a list of the subscribers to 
Savage's Miscellanies, He continued, however, to 
write his name Malloch down to the year 1728,^ 
and probably some time longer. 

When the Prince of Wales began to keep a sepa- 
rate court, he appointed Mallet his under-secretary, 
with a salary of 200/. a year. 

In 1734 he attended the Prince of Orange to 
Oxford, and wrote the congratulatory verses pre- 
sented to him by the University. On this occasion 
he was admitted to the degree of M.A. at St. Mary 
HaU. 

^ See Bosweirs Life of Johnson (10 vols., London, 1835), 
vol. viii. p. 212. 
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Mallet was twice married. Of his first wife^ 
nothing particular is known ; but he had by her 
several children. One daughter^ who married an 
Italian of rank, named Cilesia, wrote a tragedy, 
called *' Almida," which was acted at Drury Lane, 
with great success, in 1771. This lady died at 
Genoa in 1791. 

Mallet married secondly, in 1742, Miss Lucy 
Elstob, of the county of York, a lady of great merit 
and beauty, the youngest daughter of a steward of 
the Earl of Carhsle. By this lady he got a fortune 
of 10,000/. She survived her husband, and lived to 
an age of more than eighty years. 

From this time he resided at Strand -on -the - 
Green, and afterwards at Putney. In 1759 he pub- 
lished a collection of his Works in Prose and Verse, 
in 3 vols. 12mo. In March 1760 appeared his beau- 
tiful ballad of " Edwin and Emma," but without 
the name of the author; and in 1762, he published a 
small collection of Poems on several Occasions. In 
1763 he was appointed to the office of Keeper of the 
Book of Entries for Ships in the Fort of London. 

^ Several of Mallet's biographers assert that he married 
his first wife in 1741. Dr. Johnson does not give any date. 
There is clearly some mistake in this date, as he had several 
children by his first wife, and married his second wife in 1742. 
It was probably in 1731 that he first married. See Gent,'*s 
Mag. vol. zii. p. 546. 
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Towards the end of his life he went with his wife to 
France ; hut after a while, finding his health declin- 
ing^ he returned alone to England, and died on the 
21st of April, 1765. 

His plays and poems have been frequently re- 
printed. 

The poetic fame of Mallet rests on his ballads, 
and chiefly on his " William and Margaret." 

The reputation of Mallet has not escaped dispar- 
agement and detraction.^ His character having, on 
one occasion, been introduced and spoken slightingly 
of by Goldsmith, Dr. Johnson replied : ** Why, sir, 
Mallet had talents enough to keep his literary repu- 
tation alive as long as he himself lived ; and that, let 
me tell you, is a good deal." On another occasion, 
Dr. Johnson thus expressed himself : '' 1 have seldom 
met with a man whose colloquial abiUty exceeded 
that of Mallet." 

In stature Mallet was diminutive, but he was 
regularly formed; and his appearance, till he grew 
corpulent, was agreeable ; and he suffered it to want 
no recommendation that dress could give it. His 
conversation was elegant and easy. 

' See Correspondence of John Wilkes with his Friends, by 
John Almon. Also Letters of Mis. Sarah Scott (who died 
about the year 1796), the sister of the celebrated Mrs. Mon- 
tagu. See also Ger^t*s Mag. (1805), pp. 56, 219. 
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NOTE. 

No portrait of Mallet is supposed to exist. A facsimile 
of bis autograph is here annexed — 
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EDWIN AND EMMA. 



I. 

Far in the windings of a vale. 

Fast by a sheltering wood. 
The safe retreat of health and peace. 

An humble cottage stood. 

II. 

There beauteous Emma flourish'd fair. 

Beneath a mother's eye ; 
Whose only wish on earth was now 

To see her blest, and die. 

III. 

The softest blush that Nature spreads 

Gave colour to her cheek : 
Such orient colour smiles thro' heaven 

When May's sweet mornings break. 
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IV. 

Nor let the pride of great ones scorn 
This charmer of the plains : 

That sun, who bids their diamond blaze, 
To paint our lily deigns. 

V. 

Long had she M'd each youth with love, 

Each maiden with despair ; 
And tho' by all a wonder own'd, 

Yet knew not she was fair. 

VI. 

Till Edwin came, the pride of swains, 

A soul that knew no art ; 
And from whose eye, serenely mild. 

Shone forth the feeling heart. 

VII. 

A mutual flame was quickly caught ; 

Was quickly too reveal'd : 
For neither bosom lodg'd a wish 

That virtue keeps concealed. 



^p< 



EDWIN AND EMMA. 13 



VIII. 



What happy hours of home-felt bliss 

Did love on both bestow ! 
But bliss too mighty long to last, 

Where fortune proves a foe. 

IX. 

His sister, who, like Envy form'd. 

Like her in mischief joy* d. 
To work them harm, with wicked skiU, 

Each darker art emplo/d. 

X. 

The father too, a sordid man. 

Who love nor pity knew. 
Was all-unfeeling as the clod 

From whence his riches grew. 

XI. 

Long had he seen their secret flame. 
And seen it long unmov'd : 

Then with a father's frown at last 
Had sternly disapprov'd. 
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EDWIN AND EMMA. 
XII. 

In Edwin's gentle heart, a war 

Of di£fering passions strove : 
His heart, that darst not disobey. 

Yet could not cease to love. 

XIII. 

Denied her sight, he oft behind 

The spreading hawthorn crept. 
To snatch a glance, to mark the spot 

Where Emma walk'd and wept. 

XIV. 

Oft too on Stanemore's wintry waste, 

Beneath the moonlight shade. 
In sighs to pour his soften' d soul. 

The midnight mourner stray* d. 

XV. 

His cheek, where health with beauty glow'd, 

A deadly pale o'ercast : 
So fades the fresh rose in its prime. 

Before the northern blast. 
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XVI. 

The parents now, with late remorse. 

Hung o'er his dying bed ; 
And wearied Heaven with fraitless vows, 

And fraitless sorrow shed. 

XVII. 

" 'Tis past !" he cried ; " but if your souls 

Sweet mercy yet can move. 
Let these dim eyes once more behold 

What they must ever love !" 

XVIII. 

She came ; his cold hand softly touched, 

And bath'd with many a tear : 
Fast-faUing o'er the primrose pale. 

So morning dews appear. 

XIX. 

But oh ! his sister's jealous care, 

A cruel sister she ! 
Forbade what Emma came to say ; 

" My Edwin, live for me." 
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XX. 

Now homeward as she hopeless wept 

The churchyard path along. 
The blast blew cold, the dark owl scream' d 

Her lover's funeral song. 

XXI. 

Amid the falling gloom of night. 

Her startling fancy found 
In every bush his hovering shade. 

His groan in every sound. 

XXII. 

Alone, appall' d, thus had she past 

The visionary vale — 
When, lo ! the death-bell smote her ear. 

Sad-sounding in the gale ! 

XXIII. 

Just then she reach' d, with trembling step. 

Her aged mother's door — 
" He's gone 1" she cried ; " and I shall see 

That angel-face no more ! 
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XXIV. 

I feel, I feel this breaking heart 

Beat high against my side" — 
From her white arm down sunk her head ; 

She shivering sigh'd, and died. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER 



FROM 



THE CITRATE OF BOWES IN YOBESHIBE^ 

ON THS SUBJECT OF THE PBECEDIITO POEM. 



To Mr, Copperthivaitef at Marrick, 

Worthy Sir, 

* * * As to the affair mentioned in yours; it 
happened long before my time. I have therefore been 
obliged to consult my Clerk, and another person in the 
neighbourhood, for the truth of that melancholy event. 
The history of it is as follows. 

The family name of the young man was Wrightson ; 
of the young maiden, Railton. They were both much of 
the same age ; that is, growing up to twenty. In their 
birth was no disparity : but in fortune, alas ! she was his 
inferior. His father, a hard old man, who had by his toil 
acquired a handsome competency, expected and required 
that his son should marry suitably. But, as amor vincit 
omnia, his heart was unalterably fixed on the pretty young 
creature already named. Their courtship, which was all 
by stealth, unknown to the family, continued about a year. 
When it was foimd out, old Wrightson, his wife, and par- 
ticularly their crooked daughter Hannah, flouted at the 

c 



20 EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 

maiden, and treated her with notable contempt. For they 
held it as a maxim, and a rustic one it is, that blood was 
nothing without groats. 

The young lover sickened, and took to his bed about 
Shrove Tuesday, and died the Sunday sennight after. 

On the last day of his illness, he desired to see his 
mistress. She was civilly received by the mother, who 
bid her welcome — when it was too late. But her daugh- 
ter Hannah lay at his back, to cut them off from all 
opportunity of exchanging their thoughts. 

At her return home, on hearing the bell toll out for 
his departure, she screamed aloud that her heart was 
burst, and expired some moments after. 

The then Curate of Bowes* inserted it in his register, 
that they both died of love, and were buried in the same 
grave, March 15, 1714. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



* Bowes is a small village in Yorkshire, where, in former ages, the 
Earls of Richmond hod a castle. It stands on the edge of that vast and 
mountainous tract, named by the neighbouring people Stanemore, which 
is always exposed to wind and weather, desolate and solitary through- 
out. — Camh, Brit. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



As the profits, if any, that may arise from the sale of this 
little poem, are intended for a charitable use, it is hoped 
that the "writers and compilers of our periodical papers will 
not reprint it in any of their collections. But they are, 
at the same time, left at full liberty to speak of it, either 
with applause or blame, as they shall judge it deserving 
of either. 

The following lines, from Shakspeare's Twelfth Nighty 
may very properly stand as a motto to it. The Duke, 
who is passionately in love with Olivia, having desired 
some music to soothe his melancholy, thus addresses the 
person who is to entertain him : 

The song we had last night — 

and then turning to his friend- 
Mark it, Cesario, it is true and plain : 
The spinsters and the knitters in the sun, 
And the free maids that weave their thread with bones, 
Do use to chant it. It is silly sooth, 
And dallies with the innocence of love. 
Like the old age. 
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CRITICAL NOTICES. 



Edwin and Emma, 4to, 1«. Elegantly printed at Birming- 
ham, by Baskerville, and sold by Millar in London. 

** A PRETTY little poem, in imitation of the celebrated ballad 
entitled ^ William and Margaret,* and supposed to have come 
from the same ingenious hand, though certainly not altogether 
equal to the last-named piece: an unfortunate amour is the 
subject of both. As the profits arising from the sale of Edwin 
and Emma are intended for a charitable use, we shall not anti- 
cipate the curiosity of our readers by any extracts or further 
account, except barely to add, that the story of the hapless 
pair is added, in prose, and averred to be matter of fact." — 
Monthly Review^ 1760, vol. xxii. p. 514. 



Edwin and Emma. 

^ The story of this little poem is affecting, and the execution 
masterly. We shall only add, that the profits arising from its 
sale are intended for a charitable purpose." — Oritieal Review 
for March, 1760, vol. ix. p. 244. 



'' Mallet^s ballads of William and Margaret, Edwin and 
Emma, and The Birka qfEndermay, rank with the best com- 
positions of that kind in our language. William and Margaret 
is the most pleasing of all his poetical compositions. It is 



26 CRITICAL NOTICES. 

plaiiiti?e, pathetic, and simple. Edwin and Emma is an imi- 
tation of WilUam and Margaret^ though certainlj not altogether 
equal to \iJ" — Da. Akdbbson, BriHth PoeU^ voL ix. p. 669, 
A.D. 1794. 



M 



The subject of Mallet* s fine poem, Edwin and Emma^ 
being absolutely rural in itself, and occurring at the hamlet of 
fiowes in Yorkshire, might hare seduced the poet from the 
beau ideal which he had pictured to himself, into something 
more immediately allied to common life. But Mallet was not 
a man to neglect what was esteemed fiuhionable ; and poor 
Martha Bailton and her lover Wrightson were enveloped in 
the elegant but tinsel frippery appertaining to Edwin and 
Emma; for the similes, reflections, and suggestions of the 
poet are, in &ct« too intrusive and too well said to suffer the 
reader to feel the fUll taste of the tragic tale. The verses are, 
doubtless, beautiful ; but I must own the simple prose of the 
Curate^ letter, who gives the narrative of the tale ob it really 
happened, has to me a tone of serious veracity mors affecting 
than the ornaments of Mallet's fiction.^' — Sir Walter Scott, 
Etsay on Imitations of the Ancient Ballad^ Poetical Works, vol. 
iv. p. 27, ed. 1833, 12 vols. 



" Mallet was a poet of small merit ; but every one has read 
his Edwin and Emma, and no one ever forgot it.'* — William 
Hazliti, Select Poets qfChreat Britain, London, 1825. 
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BIRMINGHAM: 

Frinted^ij JOHN BASKERVILLB, 
for A. MILLAR in the Strand. 

MDCCLZ. 



It has been already stated, that on the first publication of 
the ballad. Mallet's name did not appear on the title-page. 
There seems, however, to have been no question at the time 
but that it was the production of the author of William and 
MargareU The ballad, beautifully printed in quarto, was 
accompanied by the Ewtraci from the Curate' 9 Letter^ and the 
Adver^wment, In the Collection of Poems on Several Occa- 
sions^ published in 1762, by A. Millar, London, and to which 
the author's name was prefixed, Edwin and Emma was in- 
cluded. 

It may here be noticed, that the orthography of a few words 
in the original edition has herein been departed from. 
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EDWIN 



AND 



EMMA. 



A POEM. 



By MR. MALLET. 



Fortis ut mors est Amor, aqus multae non possunt extinguere hunc 
Amorem, ne flumina quidem inundarent eum. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED POR TAYLOR, IN HOLBORN, NEAR CHANCERY LANE. 

M.Dec. LXX VI. 

Price 1«. 



In this edition is a frontispiece, representing the death of 
Edwin ; and at the end is a scroll, containing the words " mor* 
et vita,^'* under which is a fiinciful engraving of two hearts 
pierced by a torch and a dart. 
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BASKEBFILLE's ORIGINAL EDITION 



or 



EDWIN AND EMMA, 

FIRST PRINTED IN THE YEAR 
M.DCC.LX. 



TH£ FEW RKMAIMING COPIES OF THIS RABB EDITION ABE ILLUSTRATED 

BY 

LOCAL SUBJECTS, 
DRAWN AND ETCHED BY GEORGE ARNALD. 

TO WHICH IB ADOBOf 

THE PARISH REGISTER OF THEIR DEATHS. 



PUBLISHED BY LONGMAN, HURST, REE8, ORHE, AMD BROWN, 

YATBBM06TXR-R0W. 

Printed by J. M*Crtery, Blaek-Horse'Cottrtf London. 
1810. 



This edition contains five coloured plates, and a Postscript 
by the Editor. I had met with a copy of Baskerville's edition ; 
but I had never seen or heard of Mr. Amald^s until 1838, 
when, in answer to some inquiries which I had made, I found it 
mentioned in a communication to the Gentleman^s Magazine, 
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voL ix. N. 8. p. 250. After making finitleaB attempts to pro- 
cure a copy, I wrote to the veteran artist hinueJf, and receiyed 
from him the following letter : 

2 Weston Street, Fentonvflle. 
Sir, 

I have been £&voured by a communication from 
you relative to the poem of Edwin and Emma. It has roused 
in my mind a feeling long dormant on the subject of that beau- 
tiful poem. In the year 1806 I passed through Bowes, and 
felt very much interested in being on the spot where the cir- 
cumstance occurred; and being by profession an artist, I drew 
every local matter which had any thing to do with it. My 
publication of it in the year 1810 was in consequence of meet- 
ing with 100 copies of the poem, printed by Baskerville in 1760, 
which I published with my own local illustrations and remarks, 
with all the information I could collect on the subject ; and it 
was published at a guinea. Longman and Rees were the pub- 
lishers ; but I am sure they have none of them. I know but of 
two copies, one of them, perhaps, might be parted with, but 
the person would not take less than two guineas. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

G. Arkald.* 
1 Nov. 1838.t 



* George Araald, A.R.A., died a.d. 1841, Nov. 21, aged 79. In the 
Catalogue of the British Institution for 1812, and subsequently, Mr. 
Amald is styled " Landscape Painter to H. R. H. the Duke of Gloucester." 

t A few months after the receipt of this letter, Mr. Setchell, bookseller, 
of King Street, Covent Garden, procured me a copy, the only one which 
I have ever seen. 
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MR. ARNALD'S POSTSCRIPT. 



tsdse quoque Jure coissent; 



Sed vetuere patres. Quod non potuere vetare, 
£x aequo captis ardebant mentibus ambo. 

Ovid, Met. 1. 4. v. 60. 

In the siiinmer of the year 1806, as I had occasion to travel 
from Ambleside, in Westmoreland, to York, I chose the road 
across that extensive and cheerless waste called Stanemore 
(the name of which had been impressed on my memory very 
early in life by the perusal of the foregoing beautiful poem), 
in order to place myself on the scene of the melancholy and 
interesting event which it describes. I felt curious to collect 
what information I could of the unadorned story which tradi- 
tion might still have preserved. My researches were not alto- 
gether in vain. I made drawings, too, of most of the places 
alluded to in the poem, or intimately connected with it. This 
I did with no other motive than to preserve and cherish in 
my own mind, the feelings and reflections which at that time 
occurred to me. Since my return to town I have been advised 
to etch and publish them,* with a persuasion that they would 
illustrate and add some portion of that lively interest to the 
poem which the scene of such an event never fails to excite.f 

* To this advice I was the more inclined to accede, in consequence of 
an opportunity presenting itself of my procuring 100 copies of the oiiginal 
edition (now very scarce), which may justly be considered as a specimen 
of the most beautiftil typography of the time. 

f Movemur enim, nescio quo pacto (says Cicero) locis ipsis in quibus 
eorum quos admiramur adsunt vestigia. 
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It is to be regretted that the GuiBte of Bowes, in the pre- 
ceding letter, has not given a more circumstantial accoimt, 
which his residence on the spot, and living so near the time of 
the event, enabled him to have done. The following is a 
faithful transcription of the register to which he alludes : — 

** Roger Wrightson, jun. and Martha Railton, both of 
Bowes, buried in one grave; he died in a fever; and upon 
hearing his passing bell, she cried out, Mj heart is broke, and 
in a few hours expired (supposed) thro* love, March 15th, 
1714, (aged about 20 years each.)** 

The words between the parenthesis are interlined. — The 
wife of the present parish clerk knew the sister of Martha very 
well, and has often heard her mention them. — The spot where 
they lived is well known ; but no vestige of their habitation 
remains. On the scite of Wrightson *s house (whose parents 
were Quakers) now stands the residence of one of the school- 
masters. — It is remarkable that both families have left the 
neighbourhood, not the most distant relative of either now re- 
maining there. — On the grave of the lovers is laid a square 
stone, which had been the base of a small cross formerly stand- 
ing in the church-yard, and removed to where it now lies by 
the people of the place, in commemoration of their untimely 
fate. The rudeness and frailty of this memorial has been 
amply compensated by the poet, who has reared them a menu* 
ment more durable than brass, and which will perish only with 
the English language. 
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Of the Curate^s Letter and the Burial Register I shall have 
occasion to speak in the sequel. The Parish Clerk* and his 
wife I myself knew very well. Isabella (better known as 
Bella) Sajer, the Clerks wife, was, in early life, from about 
the age of 16, servant to John Railton and Tacy his wife, who 
were Quakers, and kept the George Inn in Bowes, formerly 
kept by the widow Railton. 

Mr. Amald is in error in stating that the Wrightsons were 
Quakers ; and also as regards the square stone, which is the 
subject of one of the illustrations in his edition. There has 
been no trace of this stone in my recollection, and I cannot 
ascertain, from the inquiries which I have made, that such 
a stone ever existed. 



* Burial* in the Parish of Bowes, in the County of York. 



Name. 


Abod£. 


When 

BUKIED. 


AOE. 


N. 214. 
William Sayer, who was 
Cleik of the Parish of 
Bowes 47 years. 


Bowes. 


1825. 
May 7th. 


90 


N.29S. 
Isabella Sayer. 


Bowes. 


1830. 
July 22d. 


94 
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The following collections of poems may be mentioned as 
comprising Edwin and Emma : 

Pearch*8 Collection of Poems (a continuation of Dodsley^s), 
published in 1770. 

Modem Poems. A. Foulis, Glasgow, 1776. 

The Lady*s Poetical Magazine; or. Beauties of British 
Poets. 4 vols. London, 1781. 

Johnson^s Poets. 

Evans* Old Ballads. (Ed. 1784.) vol. ii. 237. 

Ritson*s Caledonian Muse, printed in 1785, published in 
1810. 

Anderson^s British Poets, 1794. 

Cooke's Select British Poets. 1794-5-6. 

Chahners' English Poets. 1810. 

Aikin^s Songs. London, 1810. 

Tomkins* Poems. London, 1811. 

Sharpens British Poets, by Thomas Park, F.S.A. 

Hazlitfs Select Poets of Great Britain. 1825. 

Specimens of EngUsh Poetry. London, 1837. 

The Book of the Poets. London. 

Thackeray's Florileg^um Poeticum Anglicanum. 1847. 
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Note I. 



« 



Far in the windings of a vale.^^ — Ver. i. p. 1 1. 

VILLAGE OF BOWES, CASTLE, AND CHURCH. 

Bowes* is a parish and township in the Wapentake of 
Gilling West, and is situated on the edge of Stanmore, in 
the North Biding of Yorkshire ; and though now only an 
obscure village', was once a Roman military station, as ap- 
pears from its situation with respect to other acknowledged 
stations, divers fragments of inscriptions, and the remains of 
baths and aqueducts found hereabouts. One of the inscribed 
stones, it is said, served for the Communion-table at the Parish 
Church. 

About the time of the Conquest here was a town, which, 
according to the tradition of the inhabitants, was burned. It 
then belonged to the Earls of Brittany and Richmond. The 
Castle was built, as Mr. Horseley thinks, out of the ruins of 
the Roman fortress, by Allan Niger, the first Earl of that title, 
who (it is said in a MS. belonging to the dissolved Monastery 
of St. Mary's at York) placed therein William his relation, 
with 500 archers, to defend it against some insurgents in Cum- 
berland and Westmoreland, confederated with the Scots; giv- 
ing him for the device of his standard, the arms of Brittany, 

* Camden's Britannia, ill. p. 93. Grose's Antiquities, vol. iv. Hut- 
chinson's Excursion to the Lakes, 1776. Whittaker's Richmondshire, i. 
p. 189. 
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with three bows and a bundle of arrows, from whence both the 
Castle and its commander derived their names; the former 
being called Bowe Castle, and the latter William de Arcubus. 
Camden indeed mentions another derivation, but it seems 
rather a less probable one : " As for the latter name of Bowes, 
says he, considering the old town had been burnt to the ground 
(as all the inhabitants report), I should think it arose upon 
that occasion ; for that which is burnt, in the old British lan- 
guage is called BoethJ*"* 

This castle, Henry III., in the 25th year of his reign, by 
an especial charter, settled, together with the town, upon Peter 
de Savoy, uncle to his queen, who, by a composition, resigned 
it to John de Dreux, Earl of Richmond: he in the first of 
Edward III. obtained a license to grant the castle to Arthur 
his brother and heir ; but it seems to have been only for three 
or four years ; for in the fifth of the same king, he obtained 
another license to grant the said castle to Mary St. Paul, 
Countess of Pembroke. From her it passed to John, Duke of 
Bedford, the third son of Henry IV., who died possessed of it, 
with many other great estates, particularly at Roan in France, 
which devolved to his heir, Henry VI., at that time about 
fourteen years of age. From him there is a chasm in the his- 
tory of the succession of proprietors. 

To this castle belonged a certain tribute called thorough 
toll, and the privilege of a gallows.* James PuUeine, Esq. 
is now owner of the castle and thorough toll. 

The edifice stands on the summit of a hill declining sud- 
denly southward : at its foot runs the river Greta. It is sur- 
rounded by a deep ditch, on the south side of which is a small 
esplanade, apparently calculated for the use of the castle. 

* GaUey Hill, where the jus furca was exercised, is a little east of 
the town. 



Or the south-eaateni point of this esplanade are the renuins 
of a bath,* with its aqueduct, now totally in niine. 

The caatle ia in figure nearlr a right-angled parallelogram. 
Its longeit Bide, which runs from east to west, measures about 
75 feet, its bteadth «ixty. In the middle of each fiice, aod 
near each angle, are small projections advancing about two 
feet, and forming flanking turrets And a buttiesa, similar to 
those on Qundolph's Tower at Rochester, the Castle at Bam- 

• Thl) bUb li In ■ £eld csUed Chapel Bank, which ti gleba land b«- 
loBglng to the Church. The bath wu in pstl eicaialed by the late 
incumbent, the Ber, H. WOion, a few jtMi% before b\M death. 
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borough, and indeed most of the keeps of the Nonnan cas- 
tles. Its height is about fifty-three feet. 

The whole building seems to have been originally fiiced 
with squared stones, of which it has been stripped in many 
places, particularly on the north side. The inner part of the 
walls appears to be of that construction which the workmen 
call grout -work; that is, small flints mixed with very fluid 
mortar. 

It was divided into several apartments, one of the lower 
divisions of which was supported by a central pillar, from 
whence branched out arches which formed a vaulted roof. 
Parts of several arches are to be seen projecting from the 
walls. In the south-east angle is a circular staircase. The 
windows, which are irregularly placed, have circular arches. 

The author of the Excursum io the Lakes says, ^ On a late 
enclosure of some common lands belonging to Bowes, an an- 
cient aqueduct was discovered, which had conveyed the water 
from a place called Levar, or Levy- Pool, near two miles dis- 
tant from the castle, which was sufficient at once to supply 
the garrison with fresh water, and also the baths." 

The village consists principally of one street, extending 
about half a mile from east to west. There was formerly an 
annual fair on the 1st October, and a weekly market on Fri- 
day. Here is a fi'ee grammar-school, founded and endowed 
by Wm. Hutchinson, Esq., of Delro, Herts, a.d. 1698. The 
village has undergone very little change in its appearance dur- 
inK the present century. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of 
Richmond and diocese of Ripon. 



The church ia Norman, and piobabi; not much later than 
the caetle. It la dedicated to St Giles. The prCBcnt patron 
of the church, and alio owner of Bowes Hall, the ancient Beat 
of the family of Brunakill,* is Philip Stanlen, Esq., as devisee 
under the will of the lata Thomas HarriBon,t Esq., of Stubb 
House, in the county of Durham. 
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MURAL INSCRIPTIONS. 



On the floor of the Church are several gravestones, stripped 

of their brasses. There are also two mural tablets of marble. 

One, at the east end of the chancel, bears the following in- 

« 
scription : 

of CoRNEUUS Harrison, Esq. 

of Stubb House, in the County of Durham, 

Patron of this Church, 

who died June 5th, 1806, aged 62. 

Also, of Ahk Harrison, the beloved wife 

of the said Cornelius Harrison, Esq. 

eldest daughter of the late 

Philip Brunskill, Esq., of this place, 

who died January 9th, 1784, aged 86. 

It is requested that the great stone below 

may never be disturbed. 

The other tablet, which is on the south side of the church, 
was erected on the 20th October, 1834, bj six gentlemen who 
had been pupils of the late Incumbent, the Rev. Richard 
Wilson, the memory of whose many good qualities his sur- 
viving friends and parishioners still cherish with a fond re- 
gard. The inscription is as follows : 
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ITO t$e 0MMVP Of 

The Rev. Richard Wilson, 

Perpetual Curate of this Parish 

12 years, and of Whorlton, in the 

County of Durham, 29 years, 

who died May 29th, 1822, aged 60 years, 

This Tablet is erected in token 

of their gratitude and respect, 

by his surviving pupils. 
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INCUMBENTS OF BOWES. 



i 



m • 


. 1670 


• • 


. 1674 ] 


• • 


.1692 


• • 


. 1694-5 


• • 


. 1724 


tempore 

• 


. 1749 
. 1750 


niccessor 

• • 

• • 


to Mr. Taylor. 
. 1770, July 12th. 
. 1795 


• ■ 


. 1810 


• • 


. 1822, October. 



Thomas Fawcett, Rector* 
Kichard Wharton, Curate 
Ralph Wren, Curate . 
John Pears, Curate^ 
Joseph Taylor, Curate* 
Isaac Cookson, Curate,* pro tempore 
Thomas Bowman, Minister^ 
June 12th, appointed as 
Joseph Parker^ . 
Joseph Pearson^ . 
Richard Wilson® . 
Johnson Lambert 



1 Mr. Fawcett is styled Rector in the old register. All his successors 
are designated Curates, with the exception of Mr. Bowman, who is called 
Minister. 3 Buried March 11, 1724. 

s Died at Bowes, 1749, May 12; buried on Whitsunday, May 14th, 
aged 56 years. 

* Though' it is nothing more than mere conjecture that Mr. Cookson 
was appointed to hold the living till Mr. Bowman was ordained, yet the 
conjecture derives some slight confirmation from a reference to the list 
of Cambridge Graduates, where the following entry occurs : 

Thos. Bowman, Aul. Pemb. A.B. 1749; A.M. 1753. 

It must be observed, however, that no degree is ever affixed to the name 
in the Register, and the identity therefore may be doubted. 

fi Mr. Bowman did not die at Bowes. 

< Died July 30, 1795, aged 82 years. Buried August 1. 

7 Mr. Pearson came from the neighbourhood of Kirkby Stephen, West- 
moreland. It does not appear that he ever resided at Bowes ; and for some 
time after his appointment there was no regular curate, the neighbouring 
clergymen officiating for Mr. Pearson. No signature appears in the 
Register from the death of Mr. Parker until June 1797. The Rev. 
Joseph Adamthwaite, nephew of Mr. Pearson, was curate from 1797 to 
1810. He died at Cotherstone, a.d. 1811, aged 37. 

8 Took possession, Jan. 7th, 1810. Died, May 29th, 1822, aged 60. 
Buried, June Ist, 1822. 

<* Died, at Bowes, on the 29th ult., aged 60 years, the Rev. Richard 
Wilson, Vicar of Bowes, and Incumbent Curate of Whorlton, in the 
County of Durham, much respected, and sincerely lamented. He was a 
native of the neighbourhood of Kendal, and reflected credit on the county 
which bred and nurtured him. He possessed great strength and origin- 
ality of mind, had a high sense of the obligation of moral duty, and by 
benevolence and kindness was ever active in promoting the welfare of 
his fellow-creatures." — Westmoreland Gazette, June 8th, 1822. 
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Note II. 

** There beauteous Emma ^urish'd fair," — ^Ver. ii. p. 11. 

RAILTON FAMILY. 

The earliest traces of the Railton family which I have met 
with exist in the parish registers of Bowes. Several of these 
registers precede the mournful record of the hurial of Martha 
Bailton. There is nothing, however, to shew the relationship 
between William Raylton, who died in 1689, and John Bail- 
ton, the father of Martha, who died in 1713. 

The parents of Martha kept the George Inn in Bowes, of 
which her brother John was the landlord before and after the 
death of her widowed mother, in 1741. 

There is no ground for supposing that the parents of 
Martha, or any of their children, excepting John, belonged 
to the Society of Friends at any period of their lives. 

Tamar Laidman, the younger sister of Martha Railton, 
was a regular attendant at church as long as her advanced age 
would permit her. 

It will be seen below, that in 1726 there was a marriage at 
Bowes between John Laidman and Elizabeth Railton^ who 
had in the previous year been illegally married. This Eliza- 
beth Railton was probably the sister of Martha and Tamar. 

John Railton at an early age married a Quaker, and be- 
came himself a member of the same persuasion. In all the 
notices of him by the author of John BunclCy he is designated 
Jack Railton the Quaker. 
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The second wife of John Railton was a member of the 
Society of Friends. Most of his children hj his first wife 
appear to have belonged to the Society. 

Of Martha Railton, the interesting heroine of the ballad of 
Edwin and Emma^ but little is now known. Tamar, her younger 
sister, used to say that she, being then about fourteen or fifteen 
years of age, well remembered all the melancholy circum- 
stances of her sister's death ; and, speaking of her personal 
appearance, she was wont to say, '' Martha was the bonniest 
lass of any of us;** adding, that her own granddaughter, 
Martha Laidman, who was of fair complexion, much re- 
sembled her unfortunate sister. Tamar Laidman was often 
visited by strangers passing through Bowes, on account, it 
may naturally be supposed, of her close relationship to Martha 
Railton, and was frequently required to tell the sad story of 
her sister's untimely death, receiving many a half-crown as a 
recompense. She was well known to some now living, and 
more particularly to the Misses Taylor, now of Richmond, 
who also knew her granddaughter Martha, and who remember 
that Tamar occasionally went to Cockfield to visit a female 
relative, who was a Quaker: in all probability her niece 
Sarah, who married (George Dixon. 

Tamar is described as having been hale and healthy till 
within a year or two previous to her death, when by a fall she 
broke her thigh-bone. She used to say that she hardly knew 
her own age ; and it is probable that she was not so old as 
stated in the register. The baptisms of Martha and herself 
are not extant ; nor are there any registers of baptisms of 
the parish before 1701. 

Of John Railton, the brother of Martha, frequent mention 
is made by the author of John Buncle. He appears to have 
become the landlord of the George Inn when very young, 
and to have continued there till between 1750 and 1760. 
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He is supposed to have ruined himself by improving the road 
over Stanmore, — for 

" Rough and forbidding were the choicest roads ' 
By which our northern wilds could then be crossed—" 

having spent a great deal of money for that purpose, in the 
hope of increasing the custom of his house. The result, how- 
ever, disappointed him ; as formerly, travellers whose horses 
were exhausted by the bad state of the roads were glad to 
stop at the George, the first inn after crossing Stanmore, but 
when the road was improved they preferred going on to 
Gretabridge. 

The numerous fitmily of John Railton were all bom at 
Bowes. His wife Barbara died in 1755. There is reason, 
however, to believe that he continued at Bowes for some time 
after her death, inasmuch as, according to the tradition of 
Bella Sayer, who was a servant at the George (though perhaps 
not from the age above mentioned), the mistress of the house 
was called Tace. This must have been the daughter Tace, 
who, as of her elder sisters two were at that time married and 
one was dead, was then probably her fiither^s housekeeper. 

In circumstances, then, as we may suppose, by no means 
prosperous, John Railton quitted his native village, where he 
had lived upwards of half a century, and turned his steps to 
a distant place of abode, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. That he left 
Bowes before 1760 will be seen from the deed* of conveyance 

* I2th & 18th \ By Indres of Lease and Release, the latter be- 
May, 1760. j tween Wn Bailey, yeoman, and Susanna his wife, 
Ist part; R' Holmes, gentleman, 2nd part; and C. Wilkinson, Esq'*, 
3rd part, In consideration of £700 to s^ Richard Holmes, and of £20 to 
ad William Bailey, by s* C. Wilkinson paid (making together £720 the 
purchase money), the s' William Bailey and Susanna his wife, and 
Richard Holmes did grant, release, and confirm unto the s' C. Wilkinson 
and his heirs, All that messuage, dwelling-house, or tenement, part 
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of the George Inn* to an ancestor of the present owner. At 
his new residence he again married, and there died, leaving 
his widow surviving him. 

His age does not seem to have been accurately known, 
as he is stated in the Friends* register to have been ** about 
80." 

I do not propose to speak in detail of his children. His 
eldest son John, at the time of his death at Staindrop, was 

whereof was lately erected and built, wherein John Raylton lately lived, 
with the orchards, gardens, stables, brewhouses, and all other out- 
houses and conveniences on the backside thereof, or thereunto adjoin- 
ing or belonging or appertaining, commonly called or known by the 
name of the George Inn ; and also all those five meadow closes, pieces, 
or parcels of ground on the backside of the house, commonly called or 
known by the name or names the sune were called and known, contain- 
ing by estimation 12 acres, or thereabouts, were the same more or less, 
which sA houses and premises were situate and being in and within the 
town and township of Bowes afsd, and boundered on the houses and 
lands late of John Barnes deceased and then of W» Musgrave on or 
towards the east, the houses and lands late of Cuthbert Yazey but then 
of Mr. W"> Kipling on or towards the west, a common pasture belonging 
to Bowes afsd, called the Cow Close, on or towards the north, and the 
town street of Bowes afs^ on or towards the south ; and also all those 
eight beastgates, pasturegates, or cattlegates in the sd pasture called 
Bowes Cow Close, and also all those four other beastgates, pasturegates, 
or cattlegates in another common pasture, and the proportional part and 
share of the soil and ground of the s^ two pastures upon any division or 
allotment to be thereafter made of them or either of them ; All which s<i 
premises lie within the parish of Bowes afs<*, and were late in the posses- 
sion or occupation of the s*> John Raylton, his undertenants, or assigns; 
And also all other the messuages, &c. of the s^ William Bailey, situate at 
Bowes afs^, late the estate of s^ John Raylton, with the appufts, to 
hold unto and to the use of the s^ Christopher Wilkinson, his heirs and 
assigns for ever. 

* The house is still an inn, but the sign is now and has long been 
that of thd Unicom. The part adjoining the street seems, from the 
deed, to have been built shortly before 1760. 
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not a Quaker. His son Thomas went to live at Barnard 
Castle. He was not a very strict Quaker, and before his 
death ceased altogether to be one. He was, however, by 
permission, buried in the Friends^ burial-ground at Lartington. 

Geoige, the eldest son of Thomas, was never a Quaker, 
though he attended the meetings; neither did his daughter 
Anne belong to the society. Greorge lived some years in the 
service of the late Sir James Grey, and afterwards of a vene- 
rable and excellent lady who is still living at Staindrop. 

John, the younger son of Thomas Railton, now living at 
Barnard Castle, served his apprenticeship to a cooper in that 
town, and when out of his time went to London, where he en- 
gaged as cooper to an East Indiaman, out of which vessel he 
was pressed on board the Arrogant 74. He was discharged 
from the St. Domingo 74 in 1810, having been afflicted with 
paralysis, which almost deprived him of the use of his right 
side. He had no pension allowed him, though he had served 
upwards of eight years. Sir James Grey, however, interceded, 
and obtained for him a pension of 8/. a-year. 

John states that he has some recollection of a relative, a 
Quaker, in London, who kept a large book-shop. This might 
probably be the husband of his aunt Mary, who married and 
lived in London. 
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There were two families in Bowes of the name of Laidman. 
The one whose pedigree is annexed lived at the upper end of 
the Tillage. There is a family tomhstone in the churchyard, 
on the south side of the church, not far from the porch. 
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Note III. 

" Till Edwin came, the pride qf swains,** — Ver. vi. p. 12. 

WRIGHTSON FAMILY. 

To the name of Henry Wrightson, of Bowes, whose burial re- 
gister bears date July 11, 1689, the designation of yeoman is 
annexed. It may therefore be concluded that he was possessed 
of a small estate in land. 

As &r as can now be ascertained, he had two sons and one 
daughter. His wife died about three years before him, and all 
his children survived him. To them his property was trans- 
mitted. 

His daughter, Isabel Wrightson, seems to have been pos- 
sessed of some personal property, which, with the exception 
of two small legacies, of like amount, to each of her brothers, 
she gave to her executrix, Alice Whitell. At the date of 
her will she resided at Bowes, but subsequently removed to 
Gilmonby, where she died in 1 702. 

Henry Wrightson is mentioned in his sister *s will before 
his brother Roger, and was in all probability the elder brother. 
He was married, but left no children surviving him. The 
place of his residence it would now be very difficult to identify. 
It was probably between the Free Grammar School and the 
Archway now standing. The situation of some part of his 
land may be ascertained from the description in the deeds of 
conveyance of adjoining property. 

By an indenture bearing date the 21st May, in the sixth year of the 
reign of King George the First, and made between John Winnington of 
the one part and Margaret Morland of the other part, a mortgage was 
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created of " all those two manBions, messaageB, or dweUing-houses and 
garden, with one yard or garth on the hack side thereof lying or adjoin- 
^ff> together with a house or stable thereupon standing and being ; and 
all thoae two pieces or parcels of ground called or known by the name of 
Croft thereto adjoining, containing by estimation one acre and a half, be 
the same more or less, adjoining on the ground then or late belonging 
to Widow Wrightson and William Hanby on or towards the east, the 
Cow Close belonging to Bowes aforesaid on or towards the north, the 
grounds then or late of Samuel Newton on or towards the west, and the 
King's high street on or towards the south." 

The above premises were purchased in 1741 by the Rev. Joseph 
Taylor, and in the deeds of 1741 (April 14, 15) the boundary is thus 
described : " Adjoining on the ground late belonging to Widow Wright- 
son and William Hanby, but now to Sarah Petty and Margaret Bland, 
on or towards the east, the Cow Close belonging to Bowes aforesaid on 
or towards the north, the ground late of Samuel Newton, but now of 
Joseph Taylor, clerk, on or towards the west,* and the King's High 
Street on or towards the south." 

Henry Wrightson died in November 1705. 

In addition to his real estate, he seems to have possessed 
no inconsiderable personal property. Being childless, it might 
have been expected that his brother Roger would have suc- 
ceeded to the bulk of his worldly wealth. It was far otherwise, 
however. Having made ample provision for his widow, a legacy 
of 10/. is given to his brother Roger after the death of his 
widow ; and another legacy is given in these terms : — ^" To 
my said brother Roger Wrightson the further sume of twenty 
pounds, provided he behave himself without debait, strife, and 
litigious unlawfuU suites to or with my executors." 

The charitable supposition that their father^s landed pro- 
perty was apportioned equally between them, would form no 
sufficient justification for Henry^s conduct in disinheriting his 
brother. 

After giving to his wife his messuage in Bowes, wherein he 

* See below, p. 63* 
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lived, with the adjoining croft and one cattle-gate, to hold the 
same so long as she should continue his widow, he devised all 
his real estate in tail to Thomas Brunskill ; and, in default of 
issue male of the body of Thomas Branskill, he then gave 
and bequeathed his real estate to Christopher Whitell, in fee 
simple. It is uncertain what relationship existed between 
the testator and the families of Brunskill and WhitelL His 
landed property thus passed into the Brunskill family. 

The legatees under Henry Wrightson^s will are numerous, 
and some of them are mentioned as being relations. It is 
not improbable that the Wrightson family either came origi- 
nally from a distant part of Yorkshire, the neighbourhood of 
Borobridge, or that some of them had removed to that lo- 
cality from Bowes, as the names of Buck, Orton, and Wright- 
son are found in the registers of Kirkby Hill, near Borobridge, 
in which neighbourhood, it will be seen below, the husband of 
Roger Wrightson 's daughter Hannah lived. 

Roger "Wrightson, the other son of Henry Wrightson the 
elder, was married) and had by his wife Elizabeth four or five 
children. Two daughters were living at the time of the 
melancholy death of his son Roger. 

The residence of Roger Wrightson, the King's Head Inn, 
as &r as I have been able to ascertain, was on the site of the 
house now standing immediately to the west of the Archway 
which has been already mentioned. The description of the 
premises is given in the deeds of conveyance to the Rev. 
Joseph Taylor. 

1735. Sept. 24, 25. Indentures of lease and release made between 
Charles Newton, of St. Martin's le Grand, citizen and cutler of London 
(son and heir of Samuel Newton, late citizen and cutler of London, and 
of Sarah Newton, his wife, both deceased), and Mary, wife of the said 
Charles Newton, of the one part, and the Rev. Joseph Taylor, of Bowes, 
in the county of York, clerk, of the other part, of " all that messuage, 
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tenement, or dwellinghouse situate and being in Bowes, in the eounty 
of York, commonly called or known by the name of the King's Head 
House, with all and every the outhouses thereunto belonging, together 
with the ground called the Croft on the back side thereof, and a garth 
called the Butt Garth ; and also all that piece of ground or close called 
the West end of the town, all which were formerly in the tenure or 
occupation of John Allison, his under-tenants or assigns, and were late 
or some time in the tenure or occupation of Thomas Kipling, his under- 
tenants or assigns, and are situate and being within the lordship of 
Bowes aforesaid; and also those several gates of pasture or pasturage for 
cattle to be had and taken in the several closes, grounds, and places 
hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, two gates in Bowes west pasture, 
and five gates in Bowes Cow aose." • • • (Consideration 181/.) 

The King's Head House was rebuilt by the Rev. Joseph 
Taylor. 

It may here be noticed, that there was subsequently an 
inn, with the sign of the King^s Head, on the west side of 
Mrs. Dent's house, which belonged to and was kept by a person 
of the name of Alderson. This house probably was opened as 
the King^s Head Inn on the demolition of the old inn. Mrs. 
Dent's house was built on a vacant piece of ground by the 
late Mr. George Alderson Taylor. 

Roger Wrightson appears to have been possessed of greater 
personal property than his brother, and was doubtless one of 
the principal inhabitants of the parish, as, between the years 
1694 and 1721, he filled the office of churchwarden nme 
times. 

The King*s Head Inn does not appear to have belonged 
to Roger Wrightson, nor does his will shew that he had any 
other real estate than what he derived from his father, who, 
by his will, dated 23d May, 1688, **gave and bequeathed to 
his son Roger Wrightson, his heirs and assigns, for ever, all 
those parcels of ground commonly called the Mirekeld, con- 
taining, by estimation, fourteen acres, more or less, and one 
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lodge standing thereupon; and also two cattle-gates in the 
Cov Close belonging to Bowes." 

Roger Wrightson died in April 1729, leaving his wife and 
one daughter surviving him. Alice Wrightson, the widow of 
Henry Wrightson, lived only about a week after attesting the 
will of her brother-in-law Roger, who died a month after the 
execution of his will. His widow survived him but four 
months. The fiimily and name of Wrightson were then ex- 
tinct in Bowes ; and the pedigree must be traced under ano- 
ther name and in another district. 

The estate of Mirekeld, Roger Wrightson, by his will, 
dated the 15th March, 1729, bequeathed to his widow for her 
life, and after her death to his daughter Hannah in fee simple. 

On the death of his widow, which so soon followed his 
own, this estate passed to his only surviving child, his daughter 
Hannah, whose memory has been branded alike in village 
annals and by the poet^s pen. It is gratifying, however, to 
discover some evidence, however slight, of the existence of 
filial affection on her part. On two interesting occasions, after 
her marriage, she visits Bowes, and her infant children are 
borne to the font of her own village church. It may be that, 
a few years later, she again revisited her native place, and, 
watching over her aged parents in their last hours, called to 
mind her brother^s fatal sickness, and bitterly regretted her 
cruelty to his beloved Martha. 

Tradition, indeed, tells that her last years were much em- 
bittered by childish fancies and feelings that her poverty was 
the punishment of her unfeeling conduct.* 

♦ This tradition is supported by the testimony of several persons. The 
late Mrs. Winn, of Richmond (who was bom in 1760), well knew the 
history of Hannah Raper, and used to say that she died a miserable death. 
To the same puiport a communication was once made by a granddaughter 
of Hannah Raper, whom Miss Taylor met with many years ago at Kirk- 
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John Saper, at the time of his marriage inth Hannah 
Wrightson, in 1718, lived in the parish of Kirkby-supcF- 
Moram, or Kirkby on the Moor, now generally called Kirkby 
Hill, near Borobridge, in which neighbourhood, as has been 
already surmised, there were probably some relatives of the 
Wrightson family, a circumstance which may account for 
Hannah Wrightson^s marriage with a person from a consi- 
derable distance from Bowes. 

John Raper and his wife Hannah had, as £u as I have 
been able to discover, but three children. At the time of 
the birth of their son Henry they were living at Longthorpe, 
a township in the parish of Kirkby HilL 

In 1729, and up to 1733, they were living at York Gate, 
in the parish of Wath, from which place it is distant about two 
miles, and about seven miles from Borobridge, along Leeming 
Lane. It was, till recently, a large posting house. 

In 1738, and also in 1744, John Raper was living at Mor^ 
ker, in the parish of Ripon. After this period there is no 
distinct trace of his residence. In the course of twenty-six 
years, then, we find that he had several different places of 
abode ; and in his case the old adage seems to have been veri- 
fied. His worldly fortune, it may be inferred, did not prosper; 
and his wife^s paternal estate was had recourse to for pecu- 
niary assistance. Accordingly, by indentures of lease and re- 
lease, dated the 23d and 24th June, 1738, and made between 
John Raper, of Morker, in the county of York, and Hannah 
his wife, of the one part, and Gregory Elsley, of Patrick 
Brompton, of the other part, the estate of Mirekeld was mort- 
gaged to secure the sum of 100/. 

stall Forge, near Leeds, where she then kept a small shop, and went 
errands to Leeds and other places for the firm of Butler and Beacroft. 
Her surname is not now remembered: she was known by tho familiar 
appellation of Old Hannah. 
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It is stated* that shortly after this time Hannah Raper 
died, leaving her husband, and Henry her eldest son and heir- 
t-law, surviving her. The only evidence in support of this 
statement appears to be the fact of Hannah Raper not bejng 
a party to the deeds of the 27th and 28th April, 1744. It is 
difficult to account for her concurrence being dispensed with 
by the purchaser of the property : yet the absence of any 
recital of her death in the deed of the 28th April is of itself 
sufficient to raise some doubt as to her having died previously 
to that date. However, the register of the burial of " Hannah 
Raper, the wife of John Raper, of Milby, in 1757," coupled 
with the traditional evidence already alluded to, leaves but 
little doubt that the above statement is erroneous. 

It is uncertain when John Raper returned to the neigh- 
bourhood of Borobridge after his residence at Morker. There 
is some reason for supposing that, before his wife^s death, he 
was living at either Dunsforth or Rocliffe, which are not 
far distant from Milby, where he was residing in 1757. That 
he was alive some years after this time is quite certain, 
the late Mrs. Winn having seen him when he was in very 
reduced circumstances, and engaged in some mean employ- 
ment. 

Henry Raper married about the year 1744, living, at that 
time and for some years afterwards, at Milby, a township 
partly in the parish of Aldborough, and partly in the parish 
of Kirkby Hill, at which last place he appears to have resided 
in 1750, and afterwards to have removed to Longthorpe, where 
he died. 

About the time of Henry's marriage, either for his own or 
his father^s wants, the estate at Bowes was sold ; and by 
indentures of lease and release, dated the 27th and 28th April, 
1744, and made between John Raper, then of Morker, yeo- 

* Decree in the Chancery suit of Edwards v. Lord Rokeby (Feh. 1817). 

P 



68 NOTES TO THE BALLAD. 

man, and Henry Raper, then of Milby, yeoman, son and 
heir apparent of the said John Raper, of the first part; Gre- 
gory Elsley, of the second part ; and Ambrose Eldwards, of 
Barnard Castle, of the third part, the mortgage debt of 1 12/. 
being paid off, and the further sum of 80/. being paid to John 
Raper and his son, the estate of Mirekeld was conveyed to 
Ambrose Edwards in fee simple. It continued in this family 
up to 1810, when it was purchased from Dr. George Edwards 
by the present 0¥mer, the Venerable Archdeacon Headlam. 
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Extract from a Schedule (annexed to an indenture of 
the 29th November, 168*2) of the aeverall messuages, 
lands, and tenem**, in the lordshipp of Bowes, in 
the countj of Yorke, according to the pportion of 
the severall ancient yearely rents of the sayd mes- 
suages, lands, and tenem^, and of the severall sumes 
of money by each of them respectively paid for the 
purchase of the pmiiiies. 

^' Henrt Wriohtson holdeth one messuage with lands and 
tenements there, of the yearly ancient rent of three shillings 
and one penny, and paid for the purchase of the same seaven 
shillings five pence/' 

^ Michael Wrightson holdeth one messuage, with lands 
and tenem^ there, of the yearly ancient rent of eight pence, 
and paid for the purchase of the same sixteen shillings.' 



<» 



Among the trustees named in the will of Wm. Hutchin- 
son, Esq. (bearing date the 13th Sept. 1693) are Michael 
Wrightson and Thomas Wrightson. It is probable that 
Michael is the person named in the above schedule. 



1694.* June 22. The Register went into Richmond. 

John Pears, Curate, 

Rodger Wrightson "^ 

(for Redmirebank), I ^, , , 
^ ' W Churchwardens. 

Richard Whitell, I 
ofForlands, J 

* Bowes Parish Register. 
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1698.* May 25. Copy of baptisms, marriages, and deaths, 

from the time of last visitation to that for the current year. 

J. Peabs, Minister* 

Hen. Wmghtson, ) 

Churchwardens. 



) 



Geo. Sateb, 

Rodger Wrightson served the office of churchwarden of 
Bowes also in the years 1702, 1703, 1704, 1705 (for Mr. 
Whitell), 1706, 1711, 1714 (for Thomas Petty), 1721. 



WILL OP ISABEL WRIGHTSON. 

In y« name of God, Amen. I, Isabel Wrightson, of Bowes, in 
yc county of Yorke, being in good health of body, and of a 
sound and pfect minde and memory, praised be God for y^ 
same, doe make and ordaine this my last will and testament, 
in manner and forme following, viz*, first and principally, I 
commende my soule into y' hands of Almighty God, hoping 
through y® merits, death, and passion of my Saviour Jesus Christ 
to have full and free pdon and forgivenesse of all my sins, and 
to inherit everlasting life, and my body I committ to y^ earth, 
to be decently buryed at y« discretion of my executrix here- 
after named ; and as touching y^ disposition of all such tem- 
porall estate as it hath pleased God to bestow upon me, I give 
and dispose as followeth : First, I will that my debts and 
funerall charges shall be paid and discharged. Item, I give 
unto my brother, Henry Wrightson, one shilling. Item, I 
give unto my brother, Roger Wrightson, one shilling; and all 
the rest of my personall estate, goods, and chattels whatsoever, 
I doe give and bequeath unto Elice Whitell, which I consti- 
tute and ordaine sole executrix of this my last will and testa- 
ment; and I doe hereby revoke, disannull, and make void all 

* From the Registiy of the Consistory Court of the Archdeaconry of 
Richmond. 
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fonner wills bj me heretofore made. In witnesse whereof, I, 
the said Isabel Wrightson, to this my last will and testament 

doe set my hande and seale, this twelvth day of Octob*^ 1698. 

her 
Isabel + Wrightson. 
marke. 

Sealed and delivered in y« psence of us, John Key, 

Thomas Key. 

Proved on the 17th April, 1703.* 



BOND ON GRANT OF PROBATE OF THE WILL OF 
ISABEL WRIGHTSON.* 

Nov I NT universi p pretes nos Thomam Emerson de 
Com Parke in Com Ebor Yeoman et Carol um Whitell 
de Gillmondby in Compto G^ teneri et firmr obli- 
gari Revendo in Xto pn et dno dno Nicolao pmissione 
divina Cestrien epo nee non venli viro Thome Waite 
Arm^ Legm Bacco in et ]p totum Archinatum Richmond 
Cestrien Dioces Comissario Itme constituto In Quadra- 
gint. Libris bonae et Legalis monet Angliae solvend 
eisdem redo pri et Comissario antedict aut eor cert 
attornat Exoribus adminibus sive assignatis suis ad 
quam quidem Soluton bene et fidir faciend obligamus 
nos et utrumq iirum p se p toto et in Solido Heredes 
Exores et admimres nros con" et div" p presentes 
sigill nns Sigillat. Dat. decimo Septimo die mensis 
Aprilis Anno dni 1703. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if Alice, the wife 
of the above bounden Thomas Emerson, doe well and truly 

* Extracted from the Registry of the Consistory Court of the Arch- 
deaconry of Richmond. 



^^^•^f^il^m 



NOTES TO THE BALLAD. 75 

execute, observe, p!brme, fiilfiU, and keep the last will and 
testament of Isabel Wrightson, late of Gillmondby aforesaid, 
within the archdeaconry of Richmond, deced, in paying all 
her debts and legacies, soe farr as her goods will extend, and 
law shall bind her : If also she doe exhibit into the Registry 
of the said archdeaconry a true and pfect inventory of all and 
singular the goods, chatts, and creditts, which late were and 
did belong unto the said deced, and make a true and just 
account of the same, when she shall be thereunto lawfully 
called, and moreover (if need require), enter into such further 
bond with more sufficient sureties for "pformance of the prmi- 
ses as the Commissary of the said archdeaconry for the time 
being shall think requisite and needfull ; and lastly, save, defend, 
and harmless keep the above named Lord Bishop of Chester, 
his Commissary, and all their officers and ministers, by reason 
of the pTmises : Then this pst obligation to be void and of 
none effect, or else to remain in full force and vertue. 

Tho. Emerson. O 
Char. Whitell. O 

Signat. sigillat. et delibat. in pntia nn, 

John Pears. 

her 
ISABELL O BiNION. 

marke. 



INVENTORY OP THE GOODS, &c. OF ISABEL 
WRIGHTSON, DECEASED.* 

A PERFECT Inventory of all y« Goods and Chattels belonging 
to Isabell Wrightson, of Gillmanby, deceased, aprised bj 

* Extracted from the Registry of the Consistory Court of the Arch- 
deaconry of Richmond. 
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US whose names are heare under written, this 6th day of 
Aprill, 1703. 

£ «. d. 
Imprimis, Hir purse and apparell, and 2 rings 3 

//. One bed stead, one table, one cubertt, 
2 chists, and 2 lesser chists, and 3 
coffers 17 

Jt, 2 fether beds, 2 bolsters, 3 pair of 
blanketts, 4 short pillows, 5 haffins, 
a coverlitt, and some other beding . 2 15 

It. sheets, 4 co*i. pillivers and a towell, 

and some other small linning . . 10 

//. In puter and brass, and a lanteron . 18 

//. 2 chares, a forme, * * 2 skeels, and 
2 kans, and some other small mat- 
ter of wood vessell . . . .030 

It. One fire shoule, and tongues, and reck- 
ing crooke, and fnng-pan, and some 
other small matters of iron . .026 

It, And sacks, and pookes, and peats, and 

coals 5 

It. In some small things left at John Rich- 
ardson *s 

It. In some old things of household goods . 

It. In money own to y* Testator 

Toto . 

Aprissers, Char. Whitell, Charles Newby, Will. Coats, 
William Hanby. 






10 








3 





10 








19 


3 


6 



NOTBS TO THE BALLAD. ?7 



WILL OF HENRY WRIGHTSON OF BOWES. 

In the name of Grod, Amen. I, Henry Wrightson, of Bowes, 
in the County of Yorke, yeoman, being infinn in body, but of 
sound and disposeing memory, doe make and ordaine this my 
last will and testament, in manner and forme following, hereby 
revokeing all former wills by me heretofore made. And first, 
I comend my soul to Allmighty God, trusting solely in his 
mercies and the merrits of Jesus Christ my alone Saviour for 
the salvacon of my soul, and my body to be decently buried 
att the discretion of my executors hereinafter named. And 
as to my reall and personal! estate, my will is as foUoweth: 
Imprimis^ I give, graunt, and devyse unto my dear wife Aolice 
all that my messuage wherein I now live in Bows afores**, 
w^^ the croft on the backside thereof thereto adjoyning, and 
one catle gate in Bows West Pasture in the parish of Bows 
afores**, to hold the same soo long as she shall continue my 
widdow onely and no longer ; and in case she shall not att any 
time dureing her widdowhood as afores^ think fitt to enjoy the 
s*^ devysed premises, but leave the same and the possession 
thereof, then my will is that forty shill* of lawfull English 
money shall be yearly paid her in lieu thereof, by two halfe 
yearly payments and equal porcons, for the time she shall con- 
tinue my widow as afores' onely, and the same to be issuing 
out of the premises afores^, and the lands hereinafter devysed 
or any part thereof. Item, I give and devyse unto Mr. Thomas 
Brunskell of Bowes afores^, and to the heirs male of his body 
lawfully begotten or to be begotten, all and singular my lands, 
tenements, closes, and parcells of ground in Bows afores^*, and 
within the precincts and territories thereof, and all my several! 



78 NOTES TO THE BALLAD. 

cattlegaits and pasture for catle in the grasseing called Bowes 
West Pasture afores^^, and Cow Close, with ratable share therein 
and thereof upon any division thereof hereafter to be made, 
and the revercon of the 8<* messuage, croft, and catlegate in 
Bows West Pasture afores** : To have and to hold the s<* lands 
and pastur gates imediately from and after my decease, to 
the s** Mr. Thomas Brunskell and his heires male for ever, 
and to hold the revercon of the s^ messuage, croft, and catle- 
gate in Bows West Pasture afores^, soe devysed as above spe- 
cified to him the said Mr. Thomas Brunskell and his heires 
male for ever ; subject, nevertheless, to the severall annuall 
payments and sums of money hereinafter mentioned, viz^ to 
the payment of three pound per anum payable half yearly 
by equall proportion to my said wife dureing her naturall life 
(over and besides the fourty shill*^ p anum above limited 
and devysed in case she shall not think fitt to enjoy the s*^ 
devys<* messuage, croft, and catlegate dureing her widowhood 
as afores'), and of tenn shill' p anum, payable half yearly, 
to Katherine Bayles, of Bowes, widow, for her naturall life, 
and on nonpayment thereof itt shall be lawftill for them or 
either of them to enter upon the s* premises and to receive 
the yearly payments due and in arrear out of the profitts there- 
of. And my further will is, and I doe hereby give unto Mary 
Whitell, wife of Mr. Charles Whitell, of Gillmanby, in the 
parish of Bows afores**, and to their four children, Christopher, 
Charles, Katherine, and Sarah Whitell, forty pounds of law- 
full English money, to be p^ to them at the end of six months 
next after the marriage or the death of my s<* wife, w*^^ shall 
first happen; and in default thereof, itt shall be lawfull for 
them to enter upon the said messuage, croft, and catlegate 
above devysed, and detain the same untill the s^ forty pounds 
be p^ ; and I doe give tenn pounds more to be paid to them, 
and allso tenn pounds to be paid to my brother Roger 
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Wrightson, att the end of three months next after the death 
of my said wife, and the s^ Beverall sums of forty pounds and 
tenn pounds and tenn pounds to be paid to them att the times 
afores**, by the s^ Mr. Thomas Brunskell, or his heires male, 
out of the lands and pmisses afores^, w^^ shall stand charge- 
able therew* and subject to y* payment thereof. Item, my 
further mind is, that if y« s** Mr. Tho. Brunskell shall dye 
w**^out issue male of his body lawfully begotten or to be 
begotten, then I doe hereby give and bequeath unto the 8^ 
Christopher Whitell, the son of Mr. Charles Whitell, and his 
heires, all and every y^ said messuage, lands, tenem^, and 
catlegates above motioned, to hould the same unto him, his 
heires and assignes, forever ; and if in such case y* s<^ Mr. 
Thomas Brunskell shall dye w^>*out issue male as afores**, and 
the 8*^ forty pounds and tenn pounds and tenn pounds soe 
given as afores**, or any part thereof, be before y* time paid 
and satisfied by him, that then the s^ Christopher Whitell, 
his heires, executors, or administrators, shall pay back unto 
the executors or administrators of the e^ Mr. Tho. Brunskell, 
att the time of his death, the s<* forty pounds, tenn pounds, 
and tenn pounds, or soe much thereof as he or they or any 
of them shall then have really and bona fide paid and dis- 
charged. Item, I give unto my s^ wife all my household 
goods, and one of my best kine at her own eleccon, and to 
my s<* broth : Roger Wrightson the further sume of twenty 
pounds, provided he behave himselfe w^i'out debait, strife, and 
litigious unlawful! suites to or w*** my executors, and I give to 
my nephew Rowland Orton five pounds, and to Ann Buck, 
Margret Buck, and Isabell. wife of Jn<^ Richardson, each of 
them five pounds. Item, I give to the said Mary Whitell five 
pounds, and to my cousin Phillip AUderson two shill" six- 
pence ; Tho. Wrightson of Crag, tenn shill*; to Dority 
Richardson, one pound. Item, I give to the poor people of 
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Bows afores** tenn shill*, to be distributed amongst them by 

my executors, and to Mr. Lutton of Brignall, and his chilldren, 

five shili* amongst them. Item, I gire to Mary and Jane 

Richardson, daughters of Tho. Richardson of North Feild, 

five shill* each ; to WiU» Coats of West Gate, forty shill*; 

and to Maigret Clarkson and her chilldren, five shill* amongst 

them. liem^ I give to Will" Kiplin one shilling, and to Ge<* 

Sayer and his sone Jn*>, each one shilling. Item, I give to my 

fiither-in-law, Stephen Buck, and to Rob* Dinsdalle, and my 

aunt Katherine Bayles, each of them two shill* sixpence. 

Iteniy I give to Rich** Binks and his two sons, amongst them, 

two shill* sixpence. Item, I give to the wife of James Sayer, 

and to Qe^ Coats of Stony Keld, and his son Christopher, and 

to Peter Allinson of Cutherstone, each twelfe pence. All 

w<^ legacies are to be p<^ by my executors hereinafter named 

w^^ia two years next after my death. Item, I discharge and 

remit to Tho. Kipling of Mell Waters, of and from all such 

sume and sumes of money, debt and debts, w*^^ he is now 

owing me, and hereby fully and fisely give the same to him ; 

and all the rest and residue of my personal! estate, goods, and 

chattels whatsoever, I doe give and bequeath unto my said 

wife Aolice, and the said Mr. Charles Whitell of Gillmonby 

afores^, elder, and the said Mr. Tho. Brunskell of Bows 

afores^, whom I hereby make sole executors of this my last 

will and testament. In wittness whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand and seale, this seavent day of Septemb', in the 

fourth year of the reigne of our sovereigne lady Queen Ann of 

England, Ulc. Annoq^ domini one thousand seaven hundred 

and five. 

Sig. 

Henry O Wmghtson. 

The signing, sealing, and publicacon of this will was at- 
tested in the p^sence of the said Henry Wrightson, w^"* the 
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words to have and to hould the said lands, &c. writ in great 
letters, and the word pounds in y^ margent first put in, then 
witnessed by us, — ^Matt. Stodart, Chris. Alderson, jun., Peter 
Hamond, jun. 

Proved on the 22d day of January, 1706.* 



BOND ON GRANT OP PROBATE OF THE WILL OF 
HENRY WRIGHTSON.* 

NoviNT universi p pretes nos Charollu Whitell de 
Gillmonby in Com Ebor Gen et Thonia Brunskill 
de Bowes in Com pto Gen et Aliciam Wrightson de 
Bowes pta in Com pto Vid teneri et firmr obligari 
Bendo in Xto pri et dno dno Nicolao perme dina Cestr 
epb necnon venl* viro Thomae Waite Arm" Legm 
Bacco in et per totum Archinatum Richmond Cestr 
Dioces Commissario Itime constitute In Ducentis Li- 
bris bonffi et leglis monet Angl solvend eisdm Bendo 
pri et Commissario antedict aut eorum cert Attomat 
exoribus adminiribus sive assignatis suis ad quam qui- 
dem Soluton bene et fidlr faciend obligamus nos et 
utrumq nrum p se p toto et in solido heredes Exores 
admimres nros con™ et div"* p presentes Sigill nris 
sigill. Dat Vicesimo secundo die mensis Januarii 
Anno Dni 1706. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above 
bound Charles Whittell, and Thomas Brunskill, and Alice 
Wrightson, do well and truly execute, observe, performe, 

* Extracted flroin the Registry of the Consistory Court of the Arch- 
deaconry of Richmond. 
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fulfill, and keep the last will and testament of Henry Wright- 
son, late of Bowes aforesaid, within the archdeaconry of 
Richmond, deced, by paying all his debts, so farr as his goods 
will extend and the law shall bind them ; if also they do 
exhibite into this Registary of the said archdeaconry a true 
and pfect inventory of all and singular the goods, chattells, 
credltts, which of late were and did belong unto him the said 
deced, and make a true and just account of the same when 
they shall be thereunto lawfully called ; and moreover (if 
need require), enter into such further bond with more suffi- 
cient suerties for peformance of the pemises as the Comis- 
sary for the time being shall thinke neediuil ; and lastly, save, 
defend, and harmless keep the above-named Lord Bishop of 
Chester, his Comissary aforesaid, and all other his officers and 
ministers, concerning the pemises. Then this obligation to be 
void, or else to remain in full force and vertue. 

Char. Whitell. O 
Tho. Brunskell. O 

mrk. 
Alice Wrightson. O 
A 

Signat. sigillat. et delibat. in peiiB nn, 
Tho. Thwaitbs. 
Tho. Woodmass. 
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INVENTORY OP THE GOODS, &c. OF MR. HENRY 
WRI6HTS0N, DECEASED.* 

A TRUE and perfect Inventory of all the Goods, moval)le and 
unmovable, of Henry Wrightson, late of Bowes, deced, 
taken, viewed, and appraised by us whose names are under 
written, this twenty-second day of November, 1705. 







£ 8. d. 


Imprimu 


>, His purse and apparell 


05 00 00 


Itm. 


One ruck of hay in the croft . 


02 00 00 


Itm, 


Two pieces of hay in iite Clint Brow, 






one new ruck and an old piece 


09 10 00 


Itm, 


One piece of hay standing in Woodcock 






ground 


03 10 00 


lim. 


Four cowes, att £1 ]5«. apeice 


07 00 00 


Itm. 


Two stears and one heffer . 


04 00 00 


Itm. 


Three stirks 


02 14 00 


Itm, 


Two calves 


01 15 00 


Itm. 


The husbandry geare .... 


00 05 00 


Itm. 


One mare and a foall .... 


03 10 00 


Itm. 


One younge mare .... 


03 05 00 


Itm. 


Seaventy - eight old sheepe, att three 






shillings sixpence a peice 


13 13 00 


Itm. 


Twenty hoggs 


02 00 00 


Itm. 


One bedstead and beding, and a cubber 






and a table, and a long settle . 


03 05 00 


Itm. 


Brass and puther 

Carried forward 


01 10 00 




62 17 00 



* Extracted from the Registry of the Consistory Court of the Arch- 
deaconry of Richmond. 
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£ S. d. 
Brought forward . . 62 17 00 
Itm, One iron pott, and other implement 

iron things 06 06 00 

Itm. Two coffers and wood vessell, and other 

implement wood things . . • 00 10 00 

Itm. The Uning 01 00 00 

Itm. Oweing to the Testator in bonds and 

other evidences . . . . 16 00 00 
Itm. Five yeares' wooll . . . att 12 00 00 
Itm. Bease and sheep sold to Charles Whit- 
tell, £10 4s. 0<f., but paid out for 
the funerall and grass for the bease, 
£7 ISs. 6d., rests . . . . 02 08 06 



104 01 06 



Praisers, Jonathan Mitchaell, Tho. Richardson, 

John Richardson, his mrke, Phillip Alderson. 
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WRIGHTSON REGISTERS.* 



1696. 1^ Thomas Wrightson, of Lartington, and Anne San- 
Dec. 16. j denon, of Barnard Castle, married. 



1700. ) Anne, daughter of Thomas Wrightson, of Cragg, 



00. j 
r. 17. ) 



Nov. 17. ) baptised. 



1706. 1 Ferdinando, son of Thomas Wrightson, of Lar- 
r. 7. ) 



V Thomas Wrightson, of Romaldkirk, buried. 



Nov. 7. ) tington, buried. 

1722. 
March 9. 

1726. ) Thomas Wrightson, a householder of Lartington, 
buried in the church by the Rector. 

• Romaldkirk Far. Reg. 



1726. \ 
May 16. ) 
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WILL OF ROGER WRIGHTSON. 

In the name of God/ Amen. I, Roger Wrightson, of 
Bovres, in the county of York, being sick and weake in body, 
but of perfect and disposing mind and memory, praised be 
God for the same, and calling to rememberance the uncertaine 
estate of this transitory life, do make and ordaine this my last 
Will and Testament in manner and fibrme ffoUowing: ffirst, 
I commend my soul unto Almighty God my Saviour and Re- 
deemer, hoping, through his meritorious death and passion, 
to have iuU pardon and remission of all my sinns ; and my 
body I commit to the earth, to be buried in the churchyard 
of Bowes, in the said county of York, at the discretion of my 
Executor hereafter named. And as touching such temporal 
estate as it hath pleased Almighty God to bestow upon me, 
I give, devise, and dispose thereof as ifoUoweth : Imprimis, 
I give and bequeath to my dearly beloved Wife Elizabeth 
Wrightson all my messuage or tenement called and known 
by the name of Mire Eeld, within the lordship of Bowes, to 
hold to my said Wife during her natural life, and then to my 
daughter Hannah Roaper, her heirs and assigns for ever. 
Item, I give unto Rachell Roaper, daughter of John Roaper, 
my grandchild, the sum of one hundered pounds of lawfuU 
money of Great Britain, to be paid by my Executor here- 
after named within one year next after my decease. Item, 
It is my will and mind that my son-in-law John Roaper, of 
York Gate, in the county of York, have the sole tuition and 
guardianship of my said grandchild untill she shall attain the 
age of one-and-twenty years, or marry ; lend uid put out 
the aforesaid sum of one hundred pounds to use or interest, 
and the interest arising thereupon, on such securities as he 
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shall think iHt, and the aforesaid sum, with all interest, to be 
paid by mjr son-in-law to my said grandchild at the age of 
twenty-one years, or marriage ; which said summ and summs of 
money, with the interest thereof, I give and devise to my said 
grandchild as a legacy in testimony of my love. But in case 
my said grandchild shall happen to die before she attain the 
said age of one-and-twenty years as aforesaid, and unmarried, 
then I give and devise unto the survivor of Hannah Reaper 
child or children, to be paid in manner and ffonn aforesaid. 
Item, All the rest, residue, and remainder of my goods, chat- 
ties, and personal estate I give unto my dearly beloved wife 
Elizabeth Wrightson, whom I constitute and appoint my sole 
Executor of my last Will and Testament, she paying my debts, 
legacies, and funeral expences. And lastly, revoking all 
former will and wills, testament and testaments, by me here- 
tofore made, I do declare these presents do contain my last 
Will and Testament. In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
sett my hand and seal this fifteenth day of March, Annoq. Dom. 
172|. 

Roger Q Wrightson. 

Sealed, published, and declared as the last Will and Tes- 
tament of Roger Wrightson, in the presence and hearing of 
us Test. 

George Bailet. 

her mark 
Alice + Wrightson. 

Richard Bincks. 



Proved at York* on the 31st July, 1729, by Elizabeth 
Wrightson, widow. 

• Extracted from the Registry of the Prerogative Court of York. 
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BOND ON GRANT OF PROBATE OF THE WILL OP 
ROGER WRIGHTSON.» 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos Elizabetham 
Wrightson de Bowes in com Ebor vid et Georgiu 
Bailey de Bowes Cross in parochia de Bowes, et com 
Ebor predict yeoman, teneri et firmiter obligari vene- 
rabili viro Gulielmo Ward Legum Doctori Saccarii, et 
Curia Prerogativa Reverendissimi in Christo patris, 
et Domini Domini Lancelot! providentia Divina Ebor 
Arcbiepiscopi Angliae Primatis et Metropolitan! Com- 
missario et Custodi Generali legitime Constituto in 
Sexcentis libris bonae et legalis monetae Magnse Britan- 
nise solvend eidem Commissario aut suo certo attomat, 
executor* administrator* sive assignatis suis. Ad quam 
quidem solutionem bene et fideliter faciend obligamus 
nos et utrumque nostrum per se pro toto et in solido 
bseredes executor et administratores nostros firmiter 
per prsesentes sigillis nostris sigillat. Dat septimo die 
mensis Julij Anno Dom. millesimo septineentesimo 
vicessimo nono. 

The condition of this obligation is sucb, that if the above- 
bounden Elizabeth Wrightson, relict and sole executrix of 
the last will and testament of Roger Wrightson, late of 
Bowes, of the diocess of Chester and province of York, de- 
ceased, do well and truly execute the said will, and do pay 
his debts and legacies so far as his goods will extend and 
law shall bind her ; if also she do exhibit into the Prero- 
gative Court at York a true and perfect inventory of all and 
singular the goods, rights, credits, cattels, and chattels of the 

* Extracted from the Registry of the Prerogative Court of York. 
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said deceased, and do make a true and just account of the 
same when she shall he thereunto lawfully called ; and 
moreover, if need require, enter into further bond, with more 
sufficient sureties for performance of the premises, as the 
Judge of the said Court for the time being shall think re- 
quisite and needful ; and lastly, do save, defend, and harm- 
less keep the above-named Judge, and all his officers and 
ministers, against all persons, by reason of the premisses : 
then this present obligation to be void and of none effect, or 
else to remain in full force and virtue. 

The mark of 
Elizabeth + Wbjghtson. O 
Geo. Bailey. O 

Sigillat et dellberat ) 
in presentia, i 

Lancelot Newbt, 
J AS. Perkins. 
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Note IV. 

** Denied her sight, he qft behind 

7%e spreading hawthorn crept — " 

Ver. xiii. p. 14. 

" The hawthorn bush, with seats beneath the shade, 
For talking age and whispering lovers made." 



Not only from its picturesque appearance, but from the 
natural associations connected with it, the Hawthorn must 
always be a favourite tree. " We have seen it," says Sir 
Thomas D. Lauder, " hanging over rocks, with deep shadows 
under its foliage ; or shooting from their sides in the most 
fantastic forms, as if to gaze at its image in the deep pool 
below. We have seen it contrasting its tender green and its 
delicate leaves with the brighter and deeper masses of the 
holly and the alder. We have seen it growing under the 
shelter, though not under the shade, of some stately oak, 
embodying the idea of beauty protected by strength. Our eyes 
have often caught the motion of the busy mill-wheel, over 
which its blossoms were clustering. We have seen it gro¥dng 
on the green of the village-school, perhaps the only thing re- 
maining to be recognised when the schoolboy returns as the 
man. We have seen its aged boughs overshadowing one-half 
of some peaceful cottage ; its foliage half concealing the win- 
dow, whence the sounds of happy content and oheerfol mirth 
came forth." 

The hawthorn is very long-lived. Mr. Jesse says that the 
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old thorns in Bushy Park are most probably above two cen- 
turies old. 

The hawthorn which tradition points out as the one alluded 
to by the poet, stands in the play-ground of the Free Gram- 
mar-School. A passage formerly ran between Mr. Taylor's 
premises and the Free Grammar- School ground, and the thorn 
stood on the east side of this passage. The late master, 
Mr. John Pace, took some pains in its preservation ; and the 
present master, Mr. William Atkinson, has carefully fenced it 
round with stones. Formerly, as I have been informed, pieces 
of this tree were eagerly sought after by those who felt an in- 
terest in the tragic tale. 

It must, however, be remarked, that the first and only 
mention of the hawthorn is by Mallet ; and it may, therefore, 
have existed only in the poet's imagination. Here, then, it is 
to be feared, is an instance, and perhaps not a solitary one of 
the kind, wherein tradition does not seem to be very strongly 
supported by distinct testimony. A hawthorn is still standing 
which is called '* Highland Mary's Thorn." 
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Note V. 

*^ Oft too on 8tanemore*9 wintry wastes 

Beneath the moonlight shade** — 

Ver. xiv. p. 14. 

Stanemore* commences a few miles to the west of Bowes, 
and extends almost to Brough. 



'* Before we separated on the edge of Stanemore, we stopped 
at the Bellf to breakfast, which is a little lone house on a de- 
scent to a vast romantic glen, and all the public-house there 
is in this wild silent road, till you come to Jack B^ilton 
the Quaker's house at Bows.:}: * * * 

** In travelling over that part of Richmondshire which is 
called Stanemore, I found several small villages that are not 
mentioned in Camden, or the Britannia Antigua et Nova, or 
in England's Gazetteer; and though not so pretty and happy 
as Burcot, in the northern ends of the fells of Westmoreland, 
yet in tolerable condition, and remarkable on account of several 

* Cough's Camden, vol. iii. pp. 26, 96, 104. Ed. a.d. 1789. 

t The inn with the sign of the Blue Bell, on the south side of the 
road leading from Bowes to Brough, and about three or four miles into 
Westmoreland, is a very old inn, and is doubtless "The Bell" mentioned 
by J. Buncle. The Old Spittle Inn, on Stanemore, probably somewhat 
more recent than the Blue Bell, has not in the recollection of any one 
now living been known by any other name or sign. The New Spittle 
Inn was built about 1773 or 1774; the master of it, Hammond, having 
lived in 1773 at Sleightholme, and removed to New Spittle in 1775. 

X ThtLi/e of John Buncle, Esq., vol. i. p. 100 ; 3 vols. ed. Lond. 1825. 
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things and people ; though they live entirely on what their 
spot affords, and have little commnnication with their coun- 
trymen beyond the mountains that separate the inhabitants of 
Stanemore from the rest of England. I took notice, in par- 
ticalar, that although those poor remote people had not hcvd- 
ties adapted to large measures of knowledge, nor have ministers 
to teach them, or churches to pray in, yet they were not alien- 
ated from the taste and feelings of humanity, nor strangers to 
the momentous principles of true Christianity. They had the 
Bible, and could read it. They instructed their children in 
virtue and religion, and lived themselves as the intelligent sub- 
jects of an Almighty Grovemor ; in a firm belief that God will 
distinguish the virtue and the offence of mankind hereafter, by 
suitable tokens of his favour or displeasure. All this I saw 
in several villages of Stanemore mountains. ^ m * 
** As to the Stanemore part of Richmondshire, Camden, 
and the authors of the other Brt/annta, and the tourmen, &c. 
never so much as saw this country at a distance, I am very 
sure. The very little they say of it is false and ridiculous. 
Camden places Bows before Greta Bridge. He says : ' In 
this desolate and solitary, this mountainous and vast tract 
called Stanemore, there is but one inn in the middle of it, for 
the entertainment of travellers ;' whereas, in truth, there is no 
inn at all in what is properly called Stanemore : the inn Cam- 
den speaks of is the Bell I mentioned before .... and lies on 
the left side of a fine turnpike-road from Bows to Brugh, in 
Westmoreland, the highway to Carlisle ; but though this road 
is a part of Stanemore, running in a direct line from Greta 
Bridge through Bows to Brugh, eighteen miles of delightful 
ground, both on account of the excellence of the way and the 
fine yiews of mountains and vales on either hand, for twelve 
miles, from a beautiful ruin of a Roman castle* at the end of 

* See Bishop Horsley's Britannia Romana, 
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the town, yet this is bat the southern beginning of Stanemore. 
That vast tract of mountains, glens, and valleys, forest, rock, 
and water, the most wonderful land in the world, for forty 
miles to the end of the country, if it was possible to go straight 
on, lies on the right hand of this road, as you ride to Brugh 
under Stanemore ; or on your left, as you come from West- 
moreland to Catarracton, or Catarrick.* ♦ « * 

** And now, reader, as to Stanemore country, if it should 
ever come mto your head to wander over this wild and ro- 
mantic part of our world, at the hazard of your neck, and the 
danger of being starved, your route is, when you have passed 
the turnpike on Stanemore, in your way to Brugh, to turn off 
to the right, beyond the public-house, and ascend a fine rising 
valley you will see between two mountains, till you come to 
the top of the first hills : then proceed, if you can, in the 
course I have described; and wherever it is in your power, 
tend to the north-east, for that is the way out. This is one 
way into the heart of Stanemore in Richmondshire, and will 
bring you, by the way, among the dreadful northern fells of 
Westmoreland ; a frightful country, and a fatiguing march. 
***** Another way to the Stanemore 
alps is behind Jack Railton's, the Quaker's house, at Bows. 
Hire a guide from him, and his man will bring you, as he did 
me once, through a very surprising way of deep bottoms to a 
public-house at Eggleston, on the border of Richmond- Stane- 
more. There rest that night; and early the next morning 
proceed due north, when you can, with another guide ; and 
you will come to mountains upon mountains, rapid rivers, and 
headlong torrents, that form amazing and tremendous scenes. 
Or, as this way is neither comfortable nor very safe, it is a 
better road to the confines, or beginning of Stanemore, to ride 
from Greta Bridge to Bernard Castle, and from Bernard Castle 

* Life of John Buncle, vol. i. p. 284. 
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to Egglestoni — about sixteen miles, as I judge, for it is not 
measured; and then set out for the mountains from Eggles- 
ton, as before directed. I have been told there is another way 
into Stanemore, through Bishoprick ; but as I am a stranger 
to it, I can only say what I have heard, that it is worse than 
the bottoms I went through from the Quaker's house. This 
is enough, reader, to shew you how to get into Stanmore, if 
you have the curiosity and heart to visit that very wild and 
wonderful land.'*' » * * 

** I have already observed [vol. i. p. 284], that Camden, and 
every other describer of England, had not the least notion of 
Stanemore, that is, the north fells of Westmoreland, and the 
northern mountains of Richmondshire : and as to the people 
who live on the borders of Stanemore, I could not find so 
much as one man in Richmond, Greta Bridge, Bowes, and 
Brugh, that had been any length of way up the mountains. 
When I asked Railton, the Quaker, a very knowing man, 
who keeps the George at Bowes, what sort of a country 
Stanemore was ? he answered, * It is, after a few miles' riding, 
more wild and mountainy than the highlands of Scotland, and 
impassable :' nay, my landlord at Eggleston, some miles within 
Stanemore, knew nothing of the mountains upon mountains 
that are far beyond his house, f * • • 

** I gave the horses another feed of com at Bows, at the 
George, kept by Railton, the Quaker ; an excellent inn, and 
the master of it an instructive and entertaining orator."^ 



** From Bowes, advancing towards Westmoreland, we were 
respited from the sad scene of barrenness which we were 

• Life of John Buncle, vol. i. p. 291. Note. 

+ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 14. Note. t Ibid. vol. ill. p. 141 [July, 1731]. 

The Life of John Bunelet Esg.y a sort of sketch of the life of the 
author, Thomas Amory, was published in 1756-66, in 2 vols. 8vo. The 
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obliged to pass, by some infant inclosures and attempts to- 
wards cnltiyation ; — the climatei dreary vicinage of mountains, 
and inclement skies, seemed to deny industry her natural 
rewards. 

"About two miles from Bowes is a singular curiosity, called 
Grod's-bridge, being a natural bridge of limestone rock, where, 
.through a rude arch, sixteen feet in span, the river Greta 
precipitates its waters ; — the way formed on the crown of this 
rock is about twenty feet wide, and the common carriage-road 
over the river. After the Greta has passed this bridge, at a 
little distance it gains a subterraneous passage for near half 
a mile, and in a lineal direction breaks out again, through the 
cavities of the rocks. A few scanty meadows border the river, 
and cultivation seems to awake from ignorance over the adjoin- 
ing lands, where the ploughshare begins to make the traces of 
industry on the skirts of the desert. 

'* As we proceeded. Spittle* presented its solitary edifice 
to view ; behind which Stainmore arises, whose heights feel 
the fiiry of both eastern and western storms ; — a dreary pro- 
spect extended to the eye; the hills were clothed in heath, 
and all around a scene of barrenness and deformity; — the 

periods at which he makes mention of Bowes, and John Railton, the 
brother of the heroine of the ballad, being but shortly subsequent to 
events of such a striking and painAil character, and likely to form a 
topic of village conversation, it is remarkable that no allusion should 
have been made to them by the author; and more especially so, as he 
records his impressions of the George Inn and its landlord. 

Amory died Nov. 25th, 1788, aged 97. (See Oentletnan*M JIfagazine, 
vol. Iviii. p. 1062 ; voL lix. pp. 107, 322, 372.) 

* At this place was an ancient hospital, called Bere-Cross Hospital, 
which was given to the Nunnery of Marrick before 1171, by Ralph, son 
of Ralph de Multon, or by Conan, Earl of Richmond ; and continued 
parcel of their possessions till the dissolution. It was granted, 7 £d. VI. 
to William Buckton and Roger Marshall. See Mon. Ang. vol. i. p. 485 ; 
Gale's Appendix, p. 86. 

H 
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lower grounds were rent with torrents, which impetuoosly 
poured from the steeps in winter ; and chasms, harrowed on 
the sides of hills, yawned with rugged rocks, or black and 
rotten earth. Here and there scattered plots of grass varie- 
gated the prospect, where a few sheep found pasturage ; and 
now and then a little rill was seen in the deep dale, which, 
as it flowed in disconsolate meanders, was tinged with the* 
sable soil through which it passed. No habitation for man- 
kind appeared on either side, but all was wilderness and horrid 
waste, over which the wearied eye travelled with anxiety. 
" We approached Roy Cross,* which is said to be the 

* A correspondent of the Dailjf News, the Vicar of Kirkleatham, 
thus addresses that paper : — " Two most ancient relics, called by the 
common name of Ree or Rere Cross, on the verge of Watllng Street (the 
great Roman road), upon the simmiit of Stainmoor, seem deserving of 
-what they have never yet obtained — the attention of the public; and I 
shall feel much obliged if you will kindly submit to your readers the 
following details respecting them : — 

*' ' Jeffery of Monmouth, historian in the reign of Henry I., says that 
Marias, who reigned over a part of Britain about a.d. 73, encountered a 
certain king of the Picts, who came tram Scythia with a great fleet, and, 
arriving in a part called Albania, ravaged the country. A complete vic- 
tory was obtained by Marius ; for a monument of which he set up a stone 
in the province, afterwards called ftom him Westmarland.*— /«/ery'* 
BritUh Hittory, p. 125. 

Matthew of Westminster confirms this account, stating that the 
Scjrthian king's name was Roderick, and that the stone was engraven with 
' Marij Victoria' (some traces of which appeared to me yet remaining). . . . 
Near this memorable spot William the Conqueror, and Malcolm, king of 
Scotland, drew up their forces for a desperate and decisive struggle on 
account of Edgar, claimant of the English throne. They wisely, however, 
came to terms of peace, and set up a stone in Stainmoor, as the boundary 
of the two kingdoms of Scotland and England. See Bodin's History of 
the Church, compared with Buchanan's and Spottiswode's Histories of 
Scotland LHollinshed, London, 1808, 4to, vol. v. p. 280]. The former 
of these most ancient stones is still standing, but in a very ruined and 
mutilated state, kept in the socket by a few loose stones. The latter is 
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boundary stone diyiding Yorkshire from Westmoreland. This 
Cross stands within the remains of a large entrenchment, 
through which the present turnpike-road now passes."* 

prostrate, and about ten yards north of the other. There are on one side 
distinct traces of a human figure, the lines of which appear to have been 
inlaid with some metaL The stone is about four feet long. There is 
also a small conical aperture at the top, of three inches diameter, and 
about the same in depth ; in this has probably been inserted some cross 
of costly metal. Surely two such relics, connected with the name of one 
of the finest counties in England, and with two important historical 
events, marking out also the ancient boundary of the two kingdoms, 
ought not to lie in utter neglect. The situation, too, is very peculiar, 
close by the old Roman encampment in Watling Street, and midway 
between the ' Hospitium* (now called the ' Spittle,' where are still to be 
found the bones of the Roman warriors) and ' Maiden Castle,* probably 
deriving its name from Magnum Castellum, evidently a fortress of great 
strength in its original BtaXe,**—AthetuBum, 1848, p. 43. 

* Hutchinson's Excursion to the Lakes in the Years 177S and 1774. 
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Note VI. 

** Aionej appairdt *^^ ^od $hepast 
The viHonary vale — 
When, h ! the death-bell smote her ear, 
Sad-eounding m the gale /" Ver. xxiL p. 16. 

The original intention of the Passing Bell is now nearly 
fozgotten. It appears to have been, to announce to a neigh, 
bourhoody in which a particular individual lay sick, the period 
when the soul was, as it were, paseing out of the body. That 
this was the original design of the Passing BeU, is implied in 
its very name. It is also fully confirmed by the light thrown 
on the subject by those who have studied the history of the 
usage. 

<* When any Christian bodie is passing, that the bell be 
tolled, and that the curate be speciallie called for to comforte 
the sicke person ; and after the time of his passing, to ring 
no more but one short peale; and one before buriall, and 
another short peale after the buriall.''* 

As late as the middle of the seventeenth century, the Pass- 
ing BeU was toUed brfore the death of a parishioner. Since 
that period, however, a change has been made in this particular. 
The bell does not now sound till qfter the spirit has left its 
earthly tenement, though it is still entitied the Passing Bell.f 

" And now his grief may be compared well 
To one sore sick, that ht^ars the passing bell." 

Shakespeare, Ventu and AdoniSt line 702. 



* Advertisement for due order, &c. in the 7th year of QueenElizabeth. 

f See Saturday Magazine, vol. iii. p. 182, &c. ; Fosbrooke's Encyelo- 
padia of Antiquities ; Brand's Popular Antiquities, vol. ii. pp. 128, 139, 
140 [3 vols. ed. 1841-2] ; Hone's Every-Day Book, vol. ii. p. 135. 
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NOTE TO THE LETTER 

FROM THE CURATE OP BOWES TO MR. COPPERTHWAITE. 



By a reference to the list of curates, little difficulty will 
be found in deciding, with tolerable accuracy, who was the 
writer of the letter to Mr. Copperthwaite.* It is certain 
that it must have been written prior to the year 1757. Mr. 
Taylor was appointed to the living in the year 1724 : it was, 
therefore, very improbable that he would have used th^ ex- 
pressions-—'' as to the affair mentioned in yours, it happened 
long before my time;" or, "the then curate of Bowes." If 
he had been speaking of his immediate predecessor he would 
probably have used the words, " the late curate." The fact 
of the curate being obliged to consult his derk and another 
person in the neighbourhood, leads to an obvious inference 
that the letter was written subsequently to the death of the 
widow Railton in 1741 ; after which time any information from 
the surviving members of the Railton family, who were very 
young at the period of Martha's death, would have been less 
satisfactory than that which older persons would be enabled to 
communicate. Mr. Cookson might have written the letter 
during the single year for which he held the living. It is more 
probable, however, that the letter was written by Mr. Bow- 

* John Copperthwaite was buried at Marrick, on the 17th of February, 
1757. He was a native of Kirkby Stephen, in Westmoreland, and was 
agent for the lead-mines in the district of Marrick, under the Lord of the 
Manor. 
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man, who was the curate from 1750 to 1770. And this sup- 
position deriyes material confirmation from the fact of Mr. 
Bowman being a natiye of either Cumberland or Westmoreland, 
and therefore not unlikely to have some acquaintance and cor- 
respondence with Mr. Copperthwaite. 



The following is an exact copy of the burial register : 



Rodger Wrightson Jvaa.^ and Martha Bailton both of 

Bowes, Buried in one graye : He Died in a Fever, and 

upon tolling his passing Bell, she cry'd out My heart is 

as supposed 

broke, and in a Few hours Expired, purely thro Love March 

A 15*1744 

aged about 20 years each. ^^ 



The words ** as supposed^ and *' aged about 20 years each'*'' 
are, there is but little doubt, interpolations. They are written 
in a somewhat smaller hand than the rest of the r^;ister, and 
the words " aged about 20 years each" do not foUow the pre- 
vious line in regular order, and the space between these words 
and the previous line is less than between any two of the 
other lines. Independently of this, the words themselves fur- 
nish intrinsic evidence in support of the conclusion, that they 
were inserted subsequently to the date of the register. 

The exact ages not being given, the inference is clear that 
these additions to the register were made at a considerable in- 
terval after the date thereof. If these two portions were really 
original, the curate would probably have mentioned the ages 
in connexion with the raster; whereas he alludes to the 
ages in the outset of his letter. Any notice, indeed, of the 
ages would have been contrary to the custom which prevailed 
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at that time, and down to a very recent period, as regards the 
burial registers of Bowes. 

The general resemblance of the handwriting of these two 
detached parts of the register to the remainder may, perhaps, 
be relied on in favour of the originality of the entire register. 
This may readily be explained. The old registers having 
from damp become very pale and almost illegible, with a view 
to their preservation, were traced or rewritten by the Rev. 
Richard Wilson, who also drew a black marginal line round 
the register of the two lovers. 

It remains to be considered at what time, and by whom, 
these interpolations were made. It must have been before 
1789, as will be seen by referring to a letter from John Cade, 
Esq. to Richard Gough, Esq., dated Dec. 22, 1789. (Nichols' 
Lit. Artec, viii. 321.) It might have been before or after the 
writing of the curate^s letter, so far as appears from the letter 
itself; yet the reasons above stated in reference to the time 
when the curate's letter was likely to be written, will here 
also apply to the time of these interpolations being made. 
Furthermore, the similarity of expression between ^* they 
were both much of the same age, that is, growing up to 
twenty," and ** aged about 20 years each," points very for- 
cibly to the conclusion, that the curate who was the corre- 
spondent of Mr. Copperthwaite was also the person who made 
these additions to the register. 
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MONUMENT 

TO ROGER WRI6HTS0N AND MARTHA RAILTON, 
IN BOWES CHURCHYARD. 



At the west end of the church the mortal remains of the two 
lovers were deposited, side by side. The solemn and affect- 
ing ceremony of their interment is said to have been attended 
by a great concourse of persons. 

Mr. Richard Binks, of Stony Keld, as I have been informed 
by one of his descendants, took an active part at the funeral, 
and officiated as one of the mourners. 

Mr. Binks, it will be seen, was a legatee under the will 
of Henry Wrightson, and one of the attesting witnesses of the 
will of Roger Wrightson. 

The praiseworthy purpose of others I have at length ac- 
complished, and the long-cherished wish of myself* I have 

* TO THB XDITOK OF THE LONDOK JOURNAL. 

February 19, 1835. 
Sir, — In addition to the account given in this week's London Jour- 
nal, I beg to enclose you a copy of the register of the burial of the true 
lovers, celebrated under the names of Ed^in and Emma. I am sorry, 
for several reasons, that there is no date to the letter from the curate 
of Bowes to Mr. Copperthwaite, at Marrick. The following copy of the 
register was extracted by myself from the parish book of registers. The 
story as detailed in the letter I have frequently heard ; and many a time 
and oft have I played on the turf under which lie the remains of that 
fond pair. They were buried at the west end of the church, near the waU. 
Deeply is it to be regretted that no memorial has been raised to mark 



gratified, by erecting a plaia sad simple 
out the spot wliich tradition hai hatlowed. 



(ha apot, ud perpetuate an IikUiih of true yet fltil lore. 
Ject na enterUlned uma jtm ago. hut liu DOir, I ftar, ] 

Rodger WrightBan Jan. uid Martha K^ton botb ot 1 
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The monument was erected on Saturday, July 1st, 1848,* 
and bears the following inscription : — 

Rodger Wrightson JuiC' and Martha Railton both of 
Bowes, Buried in one grave : He Died in a fever, and 
upon tolling his passing Bell, she cry* d out My heart is 
broke, and in a Few hours Expired, purely thro* Love, 

March 15, 17|f. 

Such is the brief and touching Record 

contained in the parish Register of Burials. 

It has been handed down 

by unvarying tradition that the grave 

was at the West end of the church 

directly beneath the bells. 

The sad history of these true and 

faithful lovers forms the subject of 

Mallet's pathetic Ballad of 

" Edwin and Emma.'* 

• Yorkshire Gazette, July 22, 1848; Yorkihireman, July 22, 1848; 
Darlington Timetf July 8, 1848; Durham Chronicle, July 21, 1848; 
Durham Advertiser, Aug. 12, 1848; Derby Mercury, Aug. 9, 1848; Ban- 
bury Guardian, Aug. 31, 1848 ; Aihenaum, July 29, 1848, p. 756 ; GenOe- 
man's Magazine, vol. xxx., N. 8., p. S38; Literary Gazette, March 17 
and 31, 1849. 
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THE PATTERN OF TRUE LOVE ; 
OR, BOWES TRAGEDY: 

Being a true relation of the life and death of Roger Wrightson and 
Martha Railton, of the town of Bowes, in the county of Yorkshire : 
Shewing how the young man fell sick on Shrove-Tuesday, the 27th of 
Fehruary last,* and died the 18th of March following : Wherein is set 
forth the hard usage which the young woman met with during the 
time of his sickness ; and upon hearing the first toll of the passing 
bell, she fainted away; but by the shrieks and cries of her mother 
and a young woman, was call'd back again, and in amazing condition 
continued about 12 hours, and then died : Also the weeping lamenta- 
tion made by both friends at the grave, where she was first laid and 
then he, being a fit pattern for all young men and women to prove 
constant in love, with a word of advice to all hard-hearted parents, 
not to cross their children in love. 

N.B. — He was observed to say three times (just before he died), Martha, 
Martha, come away. 

Love it stronger than Life. 



A PATTERN OF TRUE LOVE, fire. 

RoGEB Wrightson, son to Roger Wrightson, at the sign of 
the King*s Head, in Bowes (near Barnard Castle), in York- 
shire, courted Widow Railton's daughter, at the sign of the 
George, in the same town, and has done more than a year. 
On Shrove Tuesday last he fell sick, and languished till 

* There is a slight error here. Shrove-Tuesday, 1714-15, was on the 
1st March. The day intended was probably Tuesday, twelve days being 
mentioned in the tragedy as the duration of the young man's illness. 
Easter Day, 1715, fell on the 17th April. 
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Sunday next but one following, and then died. Poor Martha 
Railton (for that was the maid*8 name whom he courted), 
tho* priyately, took heavy on all that time, and only had de- 
clared to her sister and another that if he died she could not 
live. An honest friend is unworthily blamed for doing what I 
would have done myself, had I known it; for Martha Railton 
begged of him to go and see young Roger, and tell him she 
would gladly come and see him if he thought fit (knowing all 
his father's fiimily was against her). Roger answer*d, Nay, 
nay, T — my, our folks will be mad; but tell her I hope I shall 
recover. 

Well, the poor lass almost dead in sorrow, first sent an 
orange, but Roger's Mother sent it back; yet about three days 
before his death, Martha went : his mother was so civil as to 
leave her by his bed-side, and ordered her daughter Hannah 
to come away, but she would not. Poor Martha wanted only 
to speak three words to him, and altho* she stayed two hours, 
yet Hannah would not let her have an opportunity, and so in 
a sorrowful manner she left him. 

Her book was her constant work, Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday ; and she would often say to hereelf. Oh you Hannah ! 
if he dies, my heart will burst. So on the same Sunday sen- 
night, at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, the bell was tolPd for 
him ; and upon hearing the first toll, Martha laid by her book, 
got her mother in her arms, with. Oh ! dear mother, he's dead, 
I cannot live I About three minutes after, Thomas Petty* 
went in and desired her to be more easy; her answer was. 
Nay, nay, now my he^ is burst : and so in mournful cries 
and prayers, was fainter and fidnter for about three hours, and 
seemed to breathe her last, but her mother and another girl of 
the town shrieked aloud, and so called her back again, as they 

* The ftlend, u it should seeniy who cairied the message as before 
related. [Note by Ritson.] 
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tenn it, and in amazed manner, distorted with convulsion fits 
(just as it is described in Dr. Taylor^s Holy Living and 
Dying), stayed her spirits 10 or 12 hours longer, and then 
died. 

At last things was brought to this issue, to be both buried 
in one grave, and the corpses met at the church gate, but 
Hannah objected against their being buried together, as also 
she did at her being laid first in the grave, but was answered, 
that a bride was to go first to bed: she being asked why she 
would be so proud and inhuman, answered, that the said 
Martha might have taken fairer on, or have been hanged. 
But oh ! the loud mourning of friends on both sides, at the 
corpses meeting, and more at the grave; wherein first she was 
decently laid and then he. 
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BOWES TRAGEDY, 

Being a true relation of the lives and characters of ROGER WRIGHT- 
SON and MARTHA RAILTON, of the tow^n of Bowes, in the 
county of York, who died for the love of each other in March last. 

Tune of Queen Dido. 

Good Christian people pray attend 

To what I do in sorrow sing; 
My bleeding heart is like to rend. 

At the sad tidings which I bring, 
Of a young couple, whom cruel fate 
Designed to be unfortunate. 

Let Carthage queen be now no more 
The subject of your mournful song; 

Nor such odd tales which heretofore 
Did so amuse the teeming throng; 

Since the sad story which I'll tell 

All other tragedies excel. 

Yorkshire, the ancient town of Bowes, 
Of late did Roger Wrightson dwell; 

,He courted Martha Railton, who 
In virtuous works did most excel ; 

Yet Roger's friends would not agree 

That he to her should married be. 
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Their love continued one whole year. 
Full sore against their parents* will ; 

But when he found them so severe. 
His royal heart began to chill ; 

And last Shrove Tuesday took his bed, 

With grief and woe encompassed. 

Thus he continued twelve days space. 

In anguish and in grief of mind; 
And no sweet rest in any case 

This ardent lover^s heart could find ; 
But languished in a train of grief. 
Which pierc'd his heart beyond relief. 

Martha with anxious thoughts possest, 

A private message to him sent. 
Acquainting him she could not rest 

Until she had seen her loving friend : 
His answer was, " Nay, nay, my dear, 
" Our folks will angry be, I fear." 

Full fraught with grief, she took no rest. 
But spent her time in pain and fear. 

Until few days before his death. 
She sent an orange to her dear ; 

But *B cruel mother in disdain. 

Did send the orange back again. 

•Three days before her lover died. 
Poor Martha, with a bleeding heart. 

To see her dying lover hied. 

In hopes to ease him of his smart ; 

Where she's conducted to the bed 

On which this faithful young man laid : 
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Where she with doleful czies beheld 
Her fainting lover in despair ; 

Which did her heart with sorrow fill : — 
Small was the comfort she had there, 

Tho % mother shewM her great respect. 

His sister did her much reject. 

She staid two hours with her dear. 

In hopes for to declare her mind ; 
But Hannah Wrightson stood so near, 

No time to do it she could find : 
So that being almost dead with grief, 
Away she went without relief. 

Tears from her eyes did flow amain, 
And she full oft would sighing say, 

*^ My constant love, alas ! is slain, 
'' And to pale death become a prey : 

*'' Oh ! Hannah, Hannah, thou art base ; 

" Thy pride will turn to foul disgrace." 

She spent her time in godly prayers. 
And quiet rest from her did fly; 

She to her friends full oft declares. 
She could not live if he did die : 

Thus she continued till the beU 

Began to sound his fatal knell. 

And when she heard the dismal sound. 
Her godly book she cast away. 

With bitter cries would pierce the ground. 
Her fainting heart began to decay: 

She to her pensive mother said, 

*' I cannot live now he is dead." 
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Then after three short minutes space. 

As she in sorrow groaning lay; 
A gentleman* did her embrace. 

And mildly unto her did say, 
'* Dear melting soul, be not so sad, 
'* But let your passion be allay'd," 






Her answer was, *' My heart is burst, 
My span of life is near an end ; 
My love from me by death is forc'd, 
** My grief no soul can comprehend/^ 
Then her poor soul did soon wax faint. 
When she had ended her complaint 

For three hours space as in a trance 
This broken-hearted creature lay. 

Her mother wailing her mischance. 
To pacify her did essay: 

But all in vain, for strength being past, 

She seemingly did breathe her last 

Her mother thinking she was dead, 

Began to shriek and cry amain ; 
And heavy lamentations made. 

Which call'd her spirits back again : 
To be an object of hard fate. 
And give to grief a longer date. 

Distorted with convulsions, she 

In dreadful manner gasping lay, 
Of,twelve long hours no moment free. 

Her bitter groans did all dismay : 

♦ This gentleman was Mr. Thomas Petty. See the Preface. INote 
by Ritson.] 



t 
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Then her poor heart being sadly broke. 
Submitted to the fatal stroke. 

When things was to this issue brought, 
Both in one grave was to be laid : 

But flinty hearted Hannah thought. 
By stubborn means for to persuade 

Their friends and neighbours from the same. 

For which she surely was to blame. 

And being ask'd the reason why 
Such base objections she did make ; 

She answered thus scornfully. 
In words not fit for Billingsgate : 

^' She might have taken fairer on, 

" Or else be hang*d«" Oh ! heart of stone :— 

What hell-bom fiiry had possest 
Thy vile inhuman spirit thus ? 

What swelling rage was in thy breast. 
That could occasion this disgust ? 

And make thee shew such spleen and rage. 

Which life can't cure, nor death assuage. 

Sure some of Satan^s minor imps 
Ordained was to be thy guide ; 

To act the part of sordid pimps, 

And fill thy heart with haughty pride ; 

But take this care at once for all, 

Such dev'lish pride must have a £ei11. 

And when to church the corpse was brought. 
And both of them met at the gate ; 

What mournful tears by friends was shed, 
When that, alas ! it was too late : 
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When they in silent grave was laid, 
Instead of pleasing marriage bed. 

You parents all both far and near. 

By this sad story warning take ; 
Not to your children be severe, 

When they their choice in love do make ; 
Let not the love of cursed gold 
True lovers from their loves withhold. 

** The Bowes Tragedy," though possessing no poetical merit, 
yet, as having been written at the time by one who was an 
eye-witness of the sad events which it records, has been deemed 
worthy of a place in this edition of ''Edwin and Emma." 
The authorship has been assigned to Thomas Petty, who, it 
is said, came a stranger to Bowes, and was a person of inde- 
pendent means, and of education and habits superior to those 
of an ordinary villager. A tombstone to the memory of him- 
self and other members of his fiimily stands on the south-east 
side of the church, not &r from the porch. It contains the 
following inscriptions : 

" Anne Petty, buried January 9th, 1718. 

" Thomas Petty, buried May 16th, 1729. 

'' Hannah, wife of John Petty, buried June 6th, 1761, 
aged 58 years. 

" John Petty, buried June 15th, 1797, aged 83 years." 

The Petty flEunily, it is said, resided near the Castle, not 
tax from what is now called Castle Cottage (formerly Cansic 
House). 
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BOWES LOVE ; 
OR, LOVE IN ITS STATE OP PURITY. 



In days of yore, when innocence pre^ail'd, 

Lovers tender passion was the ruling power, 
With which the swain the gentle maid assaird, 
• Tho' virtuous, yielding in some lonely bower. 

The eloquence of heart inspire his tongue, 
In nature^s language all his thoughts expressM, 

She blushed consent, on all his accents hung, 
And welcom'd the destroyer of her rest. 

But who could think in Bowes, where feelings fine 
Scarce brushM the brutal passions from the mind. 

Sweet love arrayed in virtuous robe should shine. 
And in a rustic's breast a shelter find ? 

But yet in memory's time two lovers true. 
With nature's purest, finest passion fired. 

Each still to each the sacred fondness due 
At love's bright altar paid, and then expired. 

Fair was the maid, still fiurer was her heart, 
Who found the way the rural swain to move. 

Whose winning eyes discharged the pointed dart 
That fix'd in Roger's breast the wound of love. 
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Pure was his passion, his intentions pure ; 

But ah ! his parents, with unfeeling soul. 
Consent denied, enticed by lucre^s lure. 

And gave him to a sister^s mean control. 

Her mind, true semblance of her outward form. 
Knew no fine passion of the tender kind; 

Her &ce betrayed base envy's bitter storm, 
Bankling and feasting on her wayward mind. 

Few were the words her feeling brother spoke, 
Distemper shewed how ill he brook'd his grief. 

Life's finest chords in one short moment broke. 
And gave what friends denied, a long relief. 

As life*s tide ebbM, he called on Martha's name. 
His ghost, thrice beck'ning, told her haste away ; 

She heard, obeyed, her fondness still the same. 
And in the cold grave mingled was their clay. 

This was the subject Mallet's muse unloosed 
To draw his Edwin's Emma's fairy tale» 

In fiction's ink his lyric pen infus'd. 
Wrote visionary stories of the vale. 

Here, too, creative Hutchinson* essay 'd. 
In past'ral bombast to enchant the mind ; 

But ah ! his Cottctge vanity portray 'd 

Falls at the blast of keen discernment's wind. — 

May thou, fair maid, who bade my muse unfold 
Her latent powers, and sing the tale of Bowes» 

Ne'er be attracted by the charms of gold 
At Hymen's shrine to dedicate thy vows. 

* A Week at a Cottage, a pastoral tale» by Wm. Hutchinson, the his- 
torian of the County of Durham, was published in 1776. Mr. Hutchinson 
died at Barnard Castle, on the 7th April, 1814, aged 81 years. 



NOTES TO THE BALLAD. 121 

But oh ! whene'er thou joinest faithful hands 
With some deserving jouth, may every power 

Attendant wait to tie the marriage bands, 
And smile propitious on thy nuptial hour. 

THE RET. THOS. DENTON. 



The Rev. Thos. Denton came to live at Bowes some time 
subsequently to the year 1795. He had no clerical duty 
there or elsewhere. He was very intimate with a femily of 
the name of Brougham, who had resided for a short time at 
Bowes, and the last two stanzas are supposed to be addressed 
to one of the daughters of the family. Bowes Love was written 
some time between 17d5 and 1800. Mr. Denton did not die 
at Bowes. 



The second part of Dr. Langhome^s Theodotitu and Con- 
stantia (published in 1764) contains the beautiful ''Lines to 
Simplicity,** in which the poet appears to allude to the tragic 
incidents which form the subject of Edwin and Emma. 



5. 

When past was many a painful day. 
Slow pacing o'er the village green, 
In white were all its maidens seen. 

And bore my guardian friend away. 
And wet was ev'ry eye to see 
The grave of sweet Simplicity. 
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6. 

One generous swain her heart approvM, 
A youth, whose fond and faithful breast 
With many an artless sigh confessed. 

In nature*8 language, that he lovM. 
But, stranger, tis no tale for thee. 
Unless thou lov'st Simplicity. 

7. 
He died — ^and soon her lip was cold. 

And soon her rosy cheek was pale; 

The village wept to hear the tale, 
When for both the slow bell toUM— • 

Beneath yon flowery turf they lie. 

The lovers of Simplicity. 



IMITATIONS 



OF 



EDWIN AND EMMA. 
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FROM 



THE DEATH OF EARL OSWALD. 



1. 

Far sheltered in a woody vale. 

Close by a babbling flood, 
For heavenly contemplation meet, 

A lonely cottage stood. 

• « * 

5. 

Such beauteous bloom as crowns the May, 

When vernal mornings break, 
Suil^ing spread its orient blush. 

To tinge her damask cheek. 

6. 

Long had the neighb^ng hamlets rung 

With praises of the fair ; 
Her charms had fllPd each swain with love. 

Each maiden with despair. 

* 4c * 

8. 

The maid, in whom the Graces vied. 

The lily and the rose ; 
And from whose mind, benignly bright. 

Shone forth serene repose. 
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14. 

But sure a virgin^ sigh 's too dear. 

When bliss in love was woe ; 
Too dear the ecstatic joy is bought. 

When fortune proves a foe. 

♦ • ♦ • 

Evans' Old Ballads, vol. iii. p. 303 (ed. 1784); 
vol. iv. p. 333 (ed. 1810). 

*'* The Death of Earl Oswald'" I have not met with else- 
where than in Evans' Old Ballads, of which work the first 
edition, in 2 vols., appeared in 1777, and the second edition, 
in 4 vols., in 1784. 

It has been asserted* that Mickle was the author of some 
dozen and a half of the sweetest ballads in this collection. 
The charge has been attempted to be refuted,t though with 
little success. 

In Pearch's collection of poetry (4 vols. 1775), which was 
formed by Mickle, his ballad of " Hengist and May '' was 
inserted under his own name. 

In 1782 the ^ Prophecy of Queen Emma'' was published 
by Mickle, with an ironical preface, containing an account of 
its pretended author and discovery. This irony, however (ob- 
serves Chalmers), lost part of its effect by the author's pre- 
tending that a poem, which is modem both in language and 
versification, was the production of a prior of Durham in the 
reign of William Rufus. This ballad wajs again published in 
Evans (edition 1784, and vol. iv. No. 50, edition 1810), and 
is therein attributed to Mickle ; and it is now found in his 
collected poems. 

* OentlemanU Mc^azine^ vol. Ixi pp. 402,628 ; Allan Cunningham's 
Songt of Scotland, vol. i. p. 226. 

t Gentleman's Magazine, vol. Ixi. pp. 504, 801. 
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" The Sorceress, or Wolfwold and Ulla," appears in the 
several editions of Mickle^s poems. 

The ballad of *' Lord George and Lady Dorothy^* (Evansy 
iii. No. 74, ed. 1810) is said to be by a Ictdy of quality, and 
written in imitation of MaUeVs *' William and Margaret^^ 

The ballad of " Cumnor Hall," first printed in Evans* 
collection (vol. iv. No. 19, ed. 1810), without Mickle's name, 
is not found in any edition of his poems ; yet it was believed 
by Sir W. Scott* that he was the author of it. 

Of these six ballads, four are in the same metre as Mallet *b 
" William and Margaret" and '* Edwin and Emma," Three 
of the six, "Lord George and Lady Dorothy," "Cumnor 
Hall," and "The Death of Earl Oswald," were published in 
the same manner, the first two bearing a very striking simi- 
larity to "William and Margaret." The numerous points 
of resemblance, moreover, in thought and expression which 
occur in these ballads and in " William and Margaret," and 
also " Edwin and Emma," aiford such internal evidence as 
hardly to admit of its being questioned that Mickle was the 
sole author of them, and that to him " The Death of Ear) 
Oswald " may properly be attributed. 

* Scott's Fro»e Wwrk$, ed. 1833, 12 vols vol. i. pp. 68, 69. 
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FBOM 



THE FATE OF AMY. 



1. 

Benbath a sheltering wood^s warm side, 
Where many a tree expands 

Its branches o*er the neighbouring brook, 
A ruinM cottage stands : 



There once a mother*s only joy, 

A daughter, lovely, fair. 
As ever bloomM beneath the sun. 

Was nursed and cherished there. 

8. 

The cottage then was known around ; 

The neighbouring village swains 
Would often wander by to view 

That charmer of the plains. 

9. 

Where softest blush of roses wild. 
And hawthorn's fairest blow, 

But meanly serve to paint her cheek. 
And bosom's rival snow. 
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11. 

Sweet innocence ! the beauty 's thine 

That every bosom warms : 
Fair as she was, she lived alone 

A stranger to her charms. 

12. 

Unmoved the praise of swains she heard, 

Nor proud at their despair ; 
But thought they scoffed her when they prais'd. 

And knew not she was fair. 



39. 

Lost was that sweet simplicity ; 

Her eyes* bright lustre fied. 
And o^er her cheeks, where roses bloomM, 

A sickly paleness spread. 

40. 

So fades the flower before its time. 

Where canker-worms assail ; 
So droops the bud upon its stem, 

Beneath the sickly gale. 

Clare's Poems, 1820, p. 16. 

John Clare,* the humble poet of rural life, who is still 
living, has shewn, by a delicate imitation in the above poem, 
written at a very early age, his appreciation of " Edwin and 
Emma.'' 

* A writer in the Quarterly Review (vol. xxiii. p. 168) remarki, " that 
some of the ballad stanzas of Claie rival the native simplicity of Tickell 
or Mallet." 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE TO PAGE 26. 



MaUeVs ^ Edwin and Emma. 



n 



" This touching ballad, the author of which had a genuine 
faculty for that sort of writing, far superior to what he pro- 
bably thought his superior compositions, has been somewhat 
neutralised in its effect by its trite repetition from the pages 
of Enfield*s Speaker ; though to complain of such results from 
those publications would be doing them great injustice, since 
you cannot at once make a good thing common, and yet 
expect it to retain among its other beneficial consequences a 
perpetual novelty. But grown people, when their attention 
is freshly excited, may read well-known productions with a 
new relish ; and in this hope we hare repeated the story on 
which it is founded. 

*'*' Mallet *s account of the heroine's death is not so affecting 
as the real circumstance — her suddenly screaming out, at 
hearing the death-bell of her lover, *■ that her heart was 
burst f but it is not wanting in pathos, especially the first 
line; and there is a vein of natural elegance throughout the 
poem." • • ♦ Leigh Hunt. 



THE END. 
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